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ADVERTISEMENT.

— ]

TITE. following picture of Trater-
nal Love in the first ages ofe the world
may in this appedrs extravagant and
improbgble.  But srelaticely  consi-
dered as lo the state of society then
and now, ke fiction may not appear
fo be wholly feigned: Society was in
"those days cordined to fewer indivi-
J(uals, and each became more dear to
he other, asSthe circle®of conneclion
<as necessarily more cowtractu/ Luax-
eyl Y “had not, as in tlw present day,
wuduced imaginary wants'. (with their
concomitas vices of En , Pride, and
low Ambition) nor the mean and sel-
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Aish arts by whicki ghey are now too’
often supplicd—those little jealousies
and emulations by which the nobler”
affections of our nature are now so-
often warped or absolutely subdued,
were rarely excited in those days of
simplicity and truth, when the leart
unbiassed by the petty interests of
vanity, was sensible to the impulse of
affection, and neither fear ncr shame
smposed silence on the tongue that
would declare it,

It was, probably, the object of the
worthy author of this little perform-
ance, (it certainly is thai-of the trans-
lator) to rgprove by contrast the arti-
ficial manners and pyetensions toe
generally prevalent in these modeFn-
times; and *to, promotc the unophis-
ticated: mﬂqencc of Nature in the
hwman, breast—but, be it undcrstood,
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with the necessary caution, that, in this
ge of artifice and insincerity, it be-
come not. the dupe of fts own goodness.
The Introductory part of the volume is
a valuable appendage to the work, asan
accurate delincalion of the ancient and
presént state of the Ilebrews; a people
whose history duly, consz(lr)red is asto-
nishing —and in the “circumstances. of
their existence during the last eighteen
centurics, a, .stluulinn mi;'acle and ove
of the strongest cvidetces of the truth
-of Christianity, and of the connection
and consistency of the Two Testaments
“—a living and « lusting commentary
on the prophcczes—and a grand corro-
Qprauno' proqf of God’s providence in
the moral order of the world.—Sepa-
rated and_dispersed through all“the
nations of the world, they amalgamate
with none—a ckosen and select people
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they have always been, and seem so o
remain ;. preserved as it were by an
especial Provids nce, both zn thur ew-
altation and abusement, as signal
manifestalion of divine power, and per-
haps reserved for the final illustration
of Heavew's irscrutable arcana #n its
multifarious scheme of Iluman destiny.
It haz been ihe endeavour of the
Translator to presercve the «pirit of
- his author in‘the work he has humbly ly
JZtcmptcd—-lm will therefore be fie-
quentlysfound trespassing on his letter
—though he flatters=himself that hc
has not wsed this licence- wanlonly—
but whatever be his, success in the
atl(’mpt con/ulcnt i thequst judgment
of a candid and zmpartml Public, &
respectfully” zubmits his little Jolum:
to its (lar:isivc_,‘ Verdict.
JaNvAry 8, 1816.



INTRODUCTION.

T WAS travelling some years ago,”in
the ancient seigniory of Avignonsj,
when passing near the little, town
of L’Isle, I refolvgd to visit the Founs
tain of Yauctuse. As I was return=-
ing from that cel¢brated place,® about
the, hour of ten in the morning, I
pbl;céived, sitting in the sixgde of *a
mulberry tree on the bink of the
Sorgues, a young man and weman.
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Their neat and simple habits indical’
ted neither wealth nor indigence:
The countenance of the young man
was prepossessing, though not _ha,nd-\
some—that of the young woman was
dlgmﬁed and beaut1ful~—and what
rendered its beauty more striking was,
its foreign character. "Her oval vis-
age, and her fine black cyes, seemed
to bear in them the impr=ssion of mis=
fortunc and dignity. 1 stopped to
consider it, She was"'listening w;it}x
miuch at!:é'n-tif;n to the readifilg of a
manuscript’ which the young man -

held on his knees.* I drew nigh un-
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perteived, and soon diséovered that it
was not French he read. They both
seemed much interested—and some-
times stopped to speak to each other
in the same language as that of
the manuscript-l.)r..essing cach cther’s
hand, and looking affectionately—I
even thought I observed their eves

filled with tears.

Although I,.did not pndgrstand a
word they "said, { should have lis-
tened a long time, if the young wo-
man, perceiving me,.ha(f net made a

sign to her companion to retire.~—¢¢ It
B2



vi INTRODUCTION,

is for me,” said I, ¢ to withdraw,
since my presence is disagreeable to
you.—I am a stranger returning from
Vaucluse, and had missed my way,
when seeing you engaged in reading
(on this charming spot where probably
Petrarch formerly read his verses to
the beautiful Layra)—I tdok the li-
berty of approaching te ask of you
my way to L'Isle.”

The young woman blushed—ner
companion answered me in French—
pointing* to the path I should take.

I asked ,him if he was returning to
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L’lsle—he said, yegt I requested his
permission to accompany him -—he
could not refuse me—and we set out

together.

We.had almost Half a league to go,
and I had time to form and to venture
other questions. 'The young woman
said nothing—=she walked with down-
cast eyes—having given her arm to
the .young man., He, more confident,
'.se;med not averse to my. conversation
'~—I furned it on the manuscript which

he had beecn reading,— In what

L)
language isit2” said I.
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 In mine,” he replied: “I am a

Hebrew.”

“ You are of a very ancient and
celebrated nation —to which every

Christian owes respect.”

“ We would dispense with their
respect, if they would grant us but
that toleration which humanity de-

mands.”

I could wish it also3 and for all

men, of sincere faith, whatever, be

©

their persuasion. I hope, that in my
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country that happ): periéd is not far
distant—;but; withou.t intending to ex-
cuse the cruelties your people have
suffered—with still Tess intention to
outrage your nation— permit me to
remind you, that it has been itself
intolerant —that it has shed ‘much
blood, and that at efch page of your
history it i¢‘negessary to remind our-
* selves that it is sacred history, not to
turn with doubt and horror from the

massacres we every-where find record-

ed in. 1t,”

“J know rfot,” replied the young
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man, whethexg your histories of Eu-
rope present plctures less revoltmg,
but I can assure you, if you were ac-
quainted with , the histories of ,our
neighbouvs the Syrians, the Phenici-
ans;g the I‘dumean;,‘you would .ﬁnd the
massacres of our history fully equalled
—God forbid, that I should thence
pretend'to extenuate the horror of
them—I would only remark, that the
numerous pet;ple of Asfa, especially
those nigh the burning :l'eserts of the
Red, Sea, seem :io have been greater

exterminators than other people—

but in the matter of barba'trity—-l
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confess I know not swhich may bear
the palm—In a comparison with our
brethren the Arabs, the principal dif-
ference, perhaps, would be, that the
details of their actions are Iess known
than those of ourss Your philoso-
phers, whom I otherwise respeci, haye
dwelt too much om our cruelties—I
know their motive—they have enter-
tained less hatred against us, than
spleen towargd certain things, the .ori-
.giﬁ of which they reproach us with—
‘they - strike at the qus:fto wound a
more distant object—they have read
them——-they have said of them, that
B3.
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their annals are stained with blood—
but they have not had the justice to
say, that in the same annals they have
found the most affecting traits of jus-

.

tice and humanity."

" “Yes” I replied, ¢ your story of
Joseph is a mastér-piece of morality,

. "
tenderness, and interest.”

"« Do you think tha:\{lone worthy
of praise?” interrupted the yougg
and beautiful Jewess, who had hitherto
been silent. I could wish, fer a mo-

ment, to discuss with you the subject of.
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our books, as thougb they were not
sacred.—Do’ you see no beauty in the
detail of patriarchal manners so well
deseribed in Genesisi—Do you feel
no interest in the perusal of Abraham’s
hospitality—the marriage of Rebacca
——'the meeting of Jacob and Rachel
at the well—the sevg¢h years servitude
to which ht wuqluntarily submitted to
obtain hes whom he loved—and the
other seven yg#rs which he recommens
ced to rendér himself more worthy of
her?-—The history of Jf)b —of Ruth
—of J onathan— of Toblt—--are all

these destu.ute of interest? . Do you
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acknowledge no beauties of genius and
eloquence in th; songs of Moses—of
Deborah —of David—of Solomon—in
our Psalms—in our Prophets? Com-
pare the.Bible with the Alcoran, the
Sadda, or the Zendavesta, the very
reading of which is intolerable—and
accede, at least, to the opinion of the
fathers of your church—-your writers
—your most celebrated poets—who,
noththsta.ndmg their hatred to us, do
us the honour to study—to admire —

and often to imitate our books. .

“*Without discussing their merit,
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condescend but to fhe recollection of
our laws.—:Ope11 the code—the only
one, perhaps, that has been observed
inscontinuity during the space of three
thousand years—you will find in every
page the precepts-of humanity. I
will not speak of the Decalogu.e——the
most excellent ands most angient mo-
nument of uitiversal morality—nor of
our laws“will I cite more than a few

details less gpfierally known?

¢.¢ Love, and protect’ says Moses
to us ¢ the unfortunate and strangers,

remembering, that ye were_yourselves
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unfortunate, and st;'angers in .Eg'ypt.
—When ye reap your field, or gather
the grapes of your vineyard, forget
not to leave a p’a'rt for those of yeur
brethren who have, no field, and no
vineyard, that they also may repp and
g'athel:.—Ever)" seventh year leave the
crop of your lands to the poor. Every
seventh year give liber't.y to your
slaves — cherish them — e mind-
ful of fhem—rememb.ring that ye
have been slaves y.ourselv‘es._Hon;mr
the 'oounten.a;ice.of the aged, and risé
to the bald and hoary head.—Even in

the country of yeur enemy, destroy
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not the trees which l;()lll‘ish man,~FEx~
tend your r(;gard cven to animals—
those who are not kind to them, will
never be truly so to°their brethren.
—Let charity be an, obligation to him
who is susceptible of *no pleasure in it.
—Suffer not the murderer to purchase
with gold thc blood Re has shed.—Let
justice be even-handed to all condi-
tlons —Let pity become so much the
hab1tua1 senﬁ'ment of your hearts
.—that in takmg a nest of birds,
the Israelite may eorsider himself
bound to suffer at least the mother to

escape.
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“ Do these «prescriptions appear
barbarous to you {—and when did we
first observe them ?—when all Europe
eat of the acorn in the forests—when
the Medé and the Persian were scarce-
ly “civilized—when in Egypt alone
were found men who could read.—At
this remote epoch, we had a govern=-
ment, which for its siraplieity still me-
rits the respect of the wise.* A people,
separatéd into tribesp—forming one
family—each tribe having its councily
to decide upon, its interests—a senate
composed of elders, chosen in these

dlﬂ'erent councils, to "discuss in the
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name of the nation jbs gt.anera,l inter-
ests a sﬁprefne Judge chosen by the
people when the state was in danger
—Obedience and Liberty reconciled
by a gradual Hierarchy paid by the
people, without the power of possessing
any thing—God for our king—the
Law our master—and all Isra'eltsoldiers
—such was our republic during the
“space of four hundred years.—We
desired to havr ‘monarchs, ard ma;ly
of them reigned with glory. The
most -celebrated—thé. most revered
name in' the East even at 'this day, is

the name of one of our kings. Our
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ancient capital is still a sacred city,
even in the eyes of our oppressors—
our books so long composed are in all
your libraries. - Where is the pecple
whose laws, whose works, whose name,

have so long survived its ruin! Van-
quished and dispersed by the Assy-

rians—settled in, their vast dominions
—where our industry rzndered us rich
and powerful—twice did we quit our
establishments—our .iches—and the
comforts of affluénce, to return and
dw2ll in the vuins of Jerusalem.. Ah!
—if the love of our country be the

first of .virtues—who has excelled us
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"in the sense of it? .What nation can
cite an epoch more glorious than that
in which Nehemiah with Esdras
led us from the extreinities of Per-
sia, in the faceof cvr jealous neigh-
bours—with the sword in one hand,
and the trowel in the othé;; 'v;'.e—:‘;'ei)uilt -
our ramparts,‘ and re-1aised our altars.
From that ti;r.xe antil Titus, we com=
bated incessantly for our indepen-
dence and ou: ’ﬁiberty. Our efforts
were often succeséf:llz and I doubt
whether among the Greeks and Ko-
mans can be found heroes more brave

—more perfect—or more useful to
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their country,:than were the Macca-

bees.”

I heard the fair Jewess with respect=
ful atténtion-—her beauty—her emo-
ion—all added to her eloquence.—
~ %Madam,” said I, I am not an ene-~
my of the Hebrews—it is not an Ama-
lekite or a Philistine ‘that has the
‘honour of hFaring you. -T agree with
you most sincerely in all you have
said—but since your d.ispersion,' it is
pessible that the vulgar of your peo-
ple may‘ not always have conduct-

ed themselves in such a manner as
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to menit the good-will, of “other na-
L

tions,”

¢ QOther nations,” réplied she, fix-
ing on me her two fine black eyes,
¢ must not, for their hgnour, mentica-
their conduct towards the-tififortunate
Hebrews., After the taking of Jeru-
salem by the’celebrated Titus, who
doubtless was justly surnamed the or-
nameiit of the ‘lyﬁman race, although
he exercised imost révolting cruelties
on. his Jewish prisoners, which is somez
what extraordinary in the amiable

Titus, especially when we consider
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that he had a Jewish mistress— A fter,
1say, the horrible state in"which the
Romans left Judea, the most lively
imagination 1Yculd fail in its concep-
tion of the miseries which our people
suffered. Adria;l especially, Adrian,
whese name is not without its glory,
persecuted us with all that the most
ingenious cruelty could invent—and
to a degree that \VOl;ld have made the
most ferocious savage\ recoil with hor-
ror. His successors persecuted us as
.Christians"'— and when Rome iv?xs
Christian, its emperors persecuted us

asJews. The barbarian kings who es-
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tablished themselves on the wrecks of
the empire, made it a point of religion
to shed our blood. Wherever your
crosses passed, they seized us as their
victims — stripped us, and_cut our
throats—your pastor's. —your flagellants
—every species of fanatic-frslsy have,
during fifteon centuxies, regarded a;
a meritorions action—the killing of
Jews. Your kings—your popes—your
magistrates, have sometimes, under
the absurd pr‘etext that we exercised
ﬁvitchpraft — poisoned waters —and
crucified children, delivered us to the

tormentors—ceanfiscated our goods
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bahished us from their dominions—re-
called us on the payment of large
sums of money, which they have no
sooner received than they have driven
us away to strip us again at a future
time, But although thus made the
perpeiudi spumts and victims of sove-
reigns, priests, and people of every
country, nothing has becen able to
induce us to relinquish our religion.
—our rustoms—our viame—the -only
pretext for such® enormous barba-
rities, This constancy during more
than two thousand years of misery and

misfortune, is, perhaps,°worthy of some
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estimation : and if a.small number of
miserable Hebrews have disgraced
themselves by usury—Dby baseness—by
an infamous avarice—iet the candied
man reflect, that gne sure tean of
rendering any thingedespicable is—
always to despise it—that our vices-
are in a greaf degree éhe result, of our
continued céntcmpt—and that it is
st;ill more surprising, that, in the midst
of the outrages,we have enduréd, the
greaicst part of our nation should have

preserved any virtues.”

1 was going to repel with earnest-

C
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nesstheaccusations which the fair israel-
ite had ventured to urge (as I conceived
with some exaggeration) against the
Christians —1 was about to demon-
strate to her, that|we had been at all
"iiines the most j\ulst and worthy people
.in the worid—when we fou;ld our-
sélves at the gates of ther town. —The
young Hebrew secing me look round
for an inn, said to me, with an air of
frecdom and politc‘ags;s——“ My wife
Eisther, whom you have just heard
wload the causé of her nation, with a
little too ﬁnuc}; warmth, has forgotten

to tell you, that antong the virtues
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which are still dear tg us, hospitality
"holds the firdt place—we should be
very happy, if you would permit us
the exercise of it this dgy— condescend
to do us the honour of entering our
mansion, and accepting there a dinrar
—we will not confiae oui uberality to,

unlcavened Bread.”

I thankeg the Hebrew, and, without
suffering him to *press me farther, ac-

cepted his invitation:

His house was not far off. It was
small—pretty—newly-built upon the
'c 2 -
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old rampart, whose tufted trees af-
forded it both shade and shelter. As
I was viewing this charming asylum, I
perceived on one of its sides a portion
of the wall thrown down.—*¢ [ am as-
“senished,” said I 'to Mr. Jonathan (for
so Madam Esiher called her husband)
¢ that in a hosse so hdndsome you

leave this side in ruin<,’”

¢ Jtus our custom,” said he. ¢ Fver
since the destruction of the temple,
<*5d dWC“i.l.]g of every Iebrew must
remind us, in some manner, of the

holy city destroyed. " If you under-
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stood our la.nguage,'.you would read
upon this subverted wall these words,
taken from the most beautiful of our
pealms—e¢ Sooner let me forgel myself

than thee, O Jerusalem!’®”

We now entered the house. All
was simple and proper—there were
neither paintings nor sculpture—a
-han(.lsome paper covered the walls, and
some moveables of coloured wood pre-
sented us morocco se.ats.-_-.—M'r. Jona-
than had six childrens four boys and™
two girls—the cldest not eight years

old—they gll came running to em-
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brace Madam Esther—and then knelt
to their father who blessed them—
kissed them—and sent them into the

’

garden.

“« You are surprised,” sai! he to
me, ¢ at these extcrlor marks of filial
respect-—to your eyes, perhaps, some=
what too strongly expressed.—Our na-
tion have always considered them as
llseful and necessary;for our laws are
a great festraint on paternal authogjty,
and thercfore what we lose by our

laws, we endeavour to regain by our

manners,”
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Whilst he was speaking, two catho-
lic servants,.who were the whole of
their domestics, brought out the table
—4and prepared our (.lhmcr. Madam
Esther went and came, to see that in
the pregparation of their food, all the
precepts of the Mosaic law were obe
served—as of neverserving up cither
rabbit or s'v;'inc--hare, or the fat of
.beef or Tamghb — nor jmilk-food alld
m(fa.t in the s;m(f repast — slaying
the beasts -they arc to eat of, in a
way that not a drop of blood may 1

main—jn short, to follow, precisely, a

series of customs for which their cooks
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are obliged to consult a kind of for-

mulary.

I dared not tell Mr. Jonathan wnat

I thought of thesc troublesome obsery-

“ances—I was afraid of Madam Esther
coming in upon me—indeed she was

soon with us—her children followed

her. We were all atténtive—-every

one washed hapds—and Mr. Jonathan

recited a psalm- then he took a whole

loaf—blessed it as he broke it—oflergd

. zacn of us a part—and all the ceremo-
nies being ended, I renewed fhe con-

versation.
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¢ How many,” said I ¢ do you rec-
kon to be the number of Hebrews

actually dispersed over the earth?”

% The calculatioh is not an easy
orfe,” 8aid he: ¢ there is considerable
difficulty in gflecting an accurate enu=
meration of the inhabitants of a single
empire—judge ‘then of the difficulty
‘in n_umbe;‘irfg 3 peoplt spread over
the four quarters of the world, and
almost every-where . living obscure-
ly. But if we add td the ‘very g;eat'
‘-number*of Jews settled in Europe, the

prodigious wumber of those who inha-

<3
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bit Asia, from Constantinople to Pekin
—those which are found upon the
coasts of Africa, and in some parts of
America, 1 bel,ievc, and am almost
certain, that the 'ecalculation would
exceed five millions of individualsy—
}"ou are astonished—you would not
be so, were you acquainted with our

laws and customs.
¢ Our laws prescribe marriage he-
fore the age of twenty : every Hebraw,
" who, at that age, takes not a wife, is
concidered as living in 2 state of crime.

Our brethren in the East. have a plu-
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rality of wives—and’ divorce is per-
mitted every-where. These circum-
stances might be suflicient to account
for the immensity of our population
—but to these it teay be adticd, that
we are, in general,“sober, laborious,
and continent— that there are no peo*
ple among whom conjugal faith is so
much rcspé(:ted'—that we never bear
arms—antl ¢hat we are, perhaps, in
Europe, the only people exempt from
the two most destructive plagucsof the

human race—Ilicentiousness and war,"

¢ But fqr this the persecutions we
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have suffered iir every country, and
the infinite number of Je\’;vs massacred,
must have rendered our race extinct.
But thesc persec‘utions have united us
more closely—Dbrethren in prosperity
may separate—in adversity they em-
bracc.  When we were in our Pa-
lestine ander our kings; under our
high priests, we cnvied,' we injured,
and insulted, each other—observed not
our law—raised tem‘ples to idols,—
Now that we have no longer either
~sountry, prlestq, or temple—when to

obey our God is to endanger our lives

—we are more faithful to him==and
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can remember that hée’has commanded
us to love each other. It is now our
only enjoyment—strangers in every
country --ineligible to all its employ-
ments—we minglt not with public
aflairsp—the only ambition allowed us
—the only pleasures left us—are thosé€
of being the good husband—the good
father—in :;ﬂ'ccfing and concentrating
“in our domestic_happiness every spe-
cies of happiness—jn seeking and in
finding in our families,the comforts and

consolations denied us'by the world.

¢ One of, these consolations is, the
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zealous observarice of the divine pre-
cept of charity—your most opulent
cities are often filled with your poor
—you have rirely met a Jew who
has asked you forbrcad. Whercver
we arc a little numerous, weshave a
‘tommon purse for our indigent breth-
ren. 'Fhis pursé is never secn, and
the way in which it iS filled is also a
secret, even among ourszlves. Your
edicts forbid us the possession of land-
ed-property—we are, however, xich
~Enough—and the origin of our for-
tunes is not usury, as has Leen too

generally and too often agserted, but
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activity—an .inclinati’c;n to labour—
the nccessity of living with less
means than others—and the know-
ledge of commerce which secems to
be peculiar to the Hebrews — this
knewledge, which in’ the darker ages
produced in us the invention of bills”
of exchange,. rendered us the fac-
tors of the ‘world whercver we were
dispersed, and contributed more thap
is _generally supposed to form the
first links which haye since united
all the nations of Europe.-— Thus-
‘to our eppression we owe our wealth

—as we gwe to it also, in part,
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o ¢ ‘
our populatiot, and our benevo-

lence,”

¢ But,” said [, ¢ these persecutions
are now, at least nfuch mitigated, and
in some countries you enjoy-<all the

?privileges of citizens.”

*They leave us peaceable enough
in Poland, and in some of the Italian
states. In England—and especially
in Holland—we are more than tole-
“rated. We there profess our worship
publicly—we have synagogues, in

which our Rabbies, who are no more
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‘than teachers of th(; law, exhort us to
'virtue — to purity — reprove those
among us who observe not the Sabbath
— delebrate marriag;:s' — pronounce
divorces —in one word, explain the
law, Fhis explicatidn requires not
only a profound knowledge of the
books of Mos—es, but %lso of the Tals
mud, a work muth revered among us
‘asa collecttor; of 'all the .opinions and_
traditions which constitute ouf oral
law: We cc;nsider as learned those
who make a particular study of the
Talmud,, which may be termed the

civil and canonical code of the He-
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brews. It would be absurd to appre=
ciate to a Christian the merit of this
science.— Unfortunately we have little
else; except a few author; who have
applied themselves coastronomy, gram=
mar, and medicine, the rest have wirit=
ten nothing but controversy. Our li=
teraturs is almost nothing—your taste
would be slenderly gratified by a He-
brew library.. However, we have had
‘'some celebrated academies—and we
have alsosome schoolsin the cities wjere
we are allowed to build synagogues.
In those where they are not,tolerated

~-we assemble in a room hired at the
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_expense of ih? com;rldﬁity, which has
"no other furniture than some benches
—a table—and a chest or cupboard,
pladed on the eastern sifle of the room,
which is our humble representative of
the. Ark of Shittim wdod covered with
plates of gold! It encloses the five-
books of Moses, written on parchment
with a kind of ink, peculiar to the
'purpose. *Khey are not bound as
other volumes, but are copied upon
long skms, sewed, end to end not with
thread, but with the smeWs. of a cléan

animal. , These skins are rolled upon

two rollers, and the roll is covered with
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a rich veil embroidered by the most
skilful of our artists. In our assem-
blies we assign to the highest bidder
the honour of carrying this volume
from the place ir*which it is inclosed
to the tablc on which we lay it to read
-fragments from it. The money thus
produced is g';'iven to relieve the
wants and distresses of 0;11’ poor. The
_men are seated on benchés, and the
"women in a railed gallery, and in their
respective places, they assist atqthe
reading, -and. chaunt our Hebrew
psalms,—and here is all that. remains

to us of our famous Temple !”
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« s it here,” saic},l, % that ybu

celebrate your Feasts 2

¢ Our feasts can be no where cele-
brated but at Jerusalem: but,we re-
trace a faint image of them, following
our pcculiar calendar, which we
carefully renew every,year. Indepen-‘
dently of the Babbath, we have' nume-
- rous solenlnities, which are all rela-
tive to the grecat épochs of our histars ..
such as, ’urim, for the deliverance of
the Jews by Esther.* Hanucca, for

.t
the victories of our Maccabees; and

many others 3 among which you wduld
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be much‘aﬂ'ecte(‘l- by that which we
call the Alonement, 1t is in com=-
memoration of the day on which
Moses, after Laving obtained var-
don for the idolatry of the golden
calf, rc-descendeéi from the mountain
with the renewed tables of t};e Law
fIt was formerly on this Gay—the only
day of the year—that the high priest
entered into the Holy of Holies to
“%ffax there the SOTTOWS, the repentance,
and the tears of a pcople too olten
gone astray. We pass this day in the

most rigid fast—we appear at the

Synagogue at the dawn of day, not to
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deparf thence till .t.night, "clothed ¢in
-habits of mourning, .with hair and
beard disordered. There, we cry,
¢ O God! have mercy en us!—we have
sinned, we have d?ne wrong,, we are
justly punished——Gozl of goodness, have
mercy on us!’> Kvery one lays open
his conscience, each jmplores favour
of the Lord, and of his brethren,
All animosities .are forgotten — old
offences are acknowledgéd with a lives
ly -repentance, and forgiven — and
we ex}lbrace each other,  with tears,

This spectacle, of a number of men
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assembled"togqther to deplore their
faults—and earnestly desiring to re-’
turn to virtue—exists, perhaps, in no
other religion in the world, and would
strike you at once, with pity and

surprise,

¢ Excuse these long details—I fear
I have said more of the Jews than you
wished to know  but you appeared to
e a good man—and-the last reflection
which occurs to ‘the good when they
talk of goodness, is--the probabi]it;

of their becoming tedious,”
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I assured Mr. Jdnathan of my
pleasure in his conversation, and, em-
boldened by his confidence, I asked
him on what subjcct’ the manuscript
trcated which he ‘had been Teading
tha}; morning— Madam Iisther ans-

wered me.

“It is a jpoem,” said she, * which
my father left me when, he died. It
has been in our family more than ten _
generations—the nane of the author
is unknown. My fatl;cr, “who was a
well-informed Rabbi, conceived it to

have been written by a Rechabite,

D
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retired beyond *Jordan at the period
when our hapless Jerusalem, besieg-
ed by the Romans, was at the same
time rent and torn with internal fac-
tions. “What adds some weight to
this opinion is, avhat the author says
at the commencement of his poe.m,
in addressing himseclf to’the children
of Zilpah, that is to say, to the inha-
bitants of the ancient tribe of Gad.
;:iut ticwever it may be, we often 'read
the poem, because we find in it a pic-
ture of virtues which we would prac-

tise. It would interest you if you

understood the Hebrew—it would, at
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least, prove to you, -that there exist
‘some Jewish books—whose pages are
not stained with blood.”

Mr. Jonathan added, that he had
amused himself with translating it ine
to French. Heoffered me the perusal
of his translation whea he had finish«
ed it. I accepted his offer with grati-
tude—and soon after took leave of
this amiable and honest family, whom
I quitted with the most sensible re-

gret.

Three years after this adventure, I

D2
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received the translation of the Hebrew
poem, with a letter from Mr. Jona-
than, which informed me that his
wife and he hdd quitted the province,
then agi‘ated by-‘great disturbances,
to settle at Caifo. He gave me his
“poem, and left me master of its dis-
posal. * Having'read it, I thought it
might possibly interest the few who
' would condescend to read a moral and”
pathetic story. I have corrected with
my best ability those faults in the
French to' wkich the Hebrew trans-
lator might be very venially liable,

and availing myself of his permission,.
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I have printed his book—should it be
unsuccessful, Mr. Jonathan shall know
nothing of it—should it have any suc-
cess, I shall very sincerely congratus

late him,






ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALIL

CANTO I

CHILDREN of Zilpah !—Ye, who
mourn befo;c the LOrd our fatal dis-
cords— ye, who, alone of Israel, have
not yet forgotten that we are a nation
‘of brethr:m'— assemblé around me:
(,‘().me., little familg, come into the
beautiful valley ecrowned by the moun-
tains of Gilead. Ther;_a under theshtde
of antient cedars, reclining on the
‘rocks on which our fathers rested,* let

us talk of gheir felicity, and of their
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virfues, Let us bring to recollection
those happy timces when our tribes
united adored thie Lord of hosts—shared
the fruits of the earth — and, long
taught, in the Desert, to endure ihe
ills which Nature imposes on us, en-
deavoured to alleviate them by friend-
ship, concord, and fraternal affection.
Ah! let us retrace the picture of those
simple and affecting manners—Ilet the
aged, who hear me, exult in the re-
flection that they werc born in times
less distant from those peiiceful days—
let the young feel in their hearts the
desire of imitating their ancestors—
ancG let the infant, as it looks at me,
sitting on its mother’s knee, smile at
the ravishing picture — pleased — it

knows not why.
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In the days whigh succeeded the
death of Joshua, Israel had no chief.
The tribes, established in their con-
quests—satisfied with the portion of
land allotted to themn — thought of
nothing but how best to enjoy the
blessings of the Almighty. The vieto-
rious sword and spear were converted
into instruments of agriculture—the
ardent cour.ser who had pursued the
Amorite in°the plains of Gibeon—now
slowly drew the plough—and every
Israelite, .at'peace with® his God, with
hiis brethren, and with himself, reposed
in tranquillity under his vine or fig-

tree. .

The foly ask was at Shiloh.—Not
yet placed jn a magnificent temple—a

p3
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cover of skins wés its humble reposi-
tory. Rarely did the bilood of the
heifer stain the altar of holicausts—
rarely did the incense of Tadmor burn
upon the altar of perfumes—but the
reverencé—the venefation of a whole
people—the purity of the pontiffs—and
"the fervour of sincere vows addressed
to the Most Iligh—rendered it more
dear to‘him than "the superb edifice so
often profaned in Sion

“. Thither, at our principal feasts, came
all the tribes of Israel. Thither came
the fathers of families, followed by
their numereus children, to adore the
Lord—to eat the passover with their
brethren—and to renew-the oath of the

divine covenant. There were seen
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mothers presenting tllir (':hildren—.de-
lighted with+their embraces—and only
interrupted by the kind and sympa-
thizing intervention of their husbands
couversation, The elders proclaimed
the laws deliveregl to Moses on the
holy Mount—the .trumpet summoned
beforethem the helpl(:ss——thc orphan—
all who migiht have to complain ef
fraud or violence—But there .was no
one to complitfin—and the elders praised

the Lord.

The grandson of Fleazar, the vene-
rable Sadoc, filled the place of Aaron.
Sado¢ was beloved of '(?-0(].71'01' Sadoc
was the friend of man. 1le observed
‘with a rlgid zegl all the precepts ofithe

law—he prayed with an impassioned



62 ELLAZAR AND NAPNTALL

zea! for those who observed them not.
During the forty years that he was
high priest, the widow, the orphan, the
unfortunate of every description, found
in him a fathet and a helper—and,
when cheered by his care, assistance,
and advice, they would, weeping, kiss
his hands, and wonder at his go~dness.
—*¢ God alone is good,” would Sadoc
say—* all goodncss is from God.”

Sadoc was a widower. Two twin
sons were all ¢hat remain~d to him of
‘his family—Fleazar and Naphtali—
who at the age of scarcely nineteen
years were the example and the delfght
of Israel—beautiful and wise as joseph
—amiable as Benjamin-—when, dressed

in their white robes, they accompanied
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the high priest, and fresented to him
at the altar the incense, or unleavened
bread, the people fancied they saw
Abraham between two angels —and
wlen, at sunset, they.walkcd round the
city, they would amuse themselves
with raising the ileavy stones which
covered the cisterns, ;;o water the flocks
of the young virgins rcturning frofn
the fields—who, HMushing, received
their salutations—and, pensive by their
mother’s side, would read that evening
how Jacob ¢hose for his*wife her whose
flock he had watered.
Eleazar and Naphtali yere, as yet,
strangers to love. A tender and lively
-friendshlp sufficed the purity of their

souls. This friendship, to them as
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dear and nccessary’ as existence, was
connate, and scemed to have no com-
mencement — they had always felt
it, and enjoyed it as their life~ -their
hearts were so tnited, so mingled and
confounded—that, without considera-
tion, they scarcely knew in  which
breast the wish or desire was fifst
formed. Together at the dawn of day
—the dawn of the day foliowing found
them still together. — The name of
brother, which they so much de-
lighted in, added nothing “to their pro-
per name—Eleazax without Naphtali
—or Naphtali without Eleazar——p;‘;e-
senied to their n:linds the idea of anni-

hilation.

There were, however, jn their re-
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spective characters somé marked shades
of distinction,’

Eleazar not less tender and affection-
ate* than Naphtali, v.vas more grave
and serious—he delighted in wmedita-
tion—was pleased with the conversa-
tioh of his elders—with the study of
the sacred volumes—and with theé
ceremonies of religion! 1is mind, ear-
ly matured, calm and pious, cherished

peace and reflection.

Naphtali, more impetuous, but of
equal purity, loved virtue, without
contemplating its bea:uty;'—-his heart
open to passion sighed even for its
pains—and he preferred to the absence

of sentiment, the perturbatiors of an
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acute sensibility. * But the prudence
of Eleazar tempered the ardour of his
brother—while the sensibility of Naph-
tali had a constant claim on the kind
indulgence of ‘Eleazar. Thus, though
born with diverse gualities, these qua-
litics were united by love—were in-
terchanged without loss—and each‘en-
joyed the advantages of either. O,
the inestimable privilege of friendship!
net only to increase our pleasures, but

our virtues also.

Naphtali, long exercised in the war-
like sports of the Hebrews, could arrest
weth his arrows the swiftest bird in
its aérial flight. There was none in
Ephraim could dispute with him the
prize of strength and dexterity.
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It was his delight, aovered with the
‘skin of the l¢opard—his loins girded
with linen, and without other provi-
sion than a vase of milk—the bow in
his hand, and the quiv.cr at his back—
to plunge into the *desert—pursue the
stag, or the antelopc—or to attack
the® dréadful lion, and return home
trophied with his skin. Eleazar, witlf
less strength. and skill, for »whom
the chase would, have had little at-
traction, but as the delight of Naph-
tali, accon.lp;mied him "in his most -
distant courses. And when, in the
performance of his devotions, Eleazar,
i his.turn, would be:occ.'upied from
the dawn of day to the rising of
the evening star, Naphtali, constant

to his society, and happy by his bro-
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ther’s side, thoaght no longer of the

chase.

One day, when they had been cours-
ing, followed'by their young friends,
over the burningrocks of Rimmon,
Naphtali, yielding to the impulse of
pursuit in the chase of a panther, had
left far behind him Eleazar and the
rest of his companions — passed the
known boundaries of his accustomed
course—and, led from place to place
by the animal which he 'had wounded,
rushed on with increased ardour—and
plupged into the midst of unkgown
recks—until he had lost both his ob-
ject and his way. Alarmed—not by
his own danger—but by his appre-
hensions for his brother)s safety—he
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hasten’d back his step’;s—-—ﬂew across
‘the exhausted brooks—and climbed the
summits of the mountains;—but all
that he discovered seI:ved but to be-
wilder him the more. 1lis cries were
lost in air—the burning sun dazzled
and enveloped him where’er he turned
—eXhatsted by its rays, he cast his
languid eyes around him—neothing p;'ef
sents itself, b.ut nakell rocks on every
side—and alrove his head a globe of
fire. All nature was still — it was
morn 0ppr:ass°ed by the star of day— .
the hours fled, and the heat increased
—Naphtali renewed his efforts—and
shortly. felt that dreadful tl;irst, whieh
in these climates is alo.ne sufficient to
cause immediate death. Faint— and

almost breajhless — he walked sup-
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ported by his i}OW’—-lle raised his lan-
guid head—his eyelids drooped before
the blazing sun-—his thirst increased—
Oppressed——-—and was no longer tole-
rable. He seized the vase of mitk—
which le still borc in his bosom—this
vase, his only rgst;urce——his only hope
of life. He raised it to his lips—when
suddenly he heard behind him an in-
articulate cry—and at the same instant
perceived a young and Beautiful Israel-
ite. With arms extended and dishe-
velled hair, she sprang forward—and
fell at his feet—crying, « 1 die!—I
die '—water!—in pity—water!”’

She had not finished her exclama-
tion—before the vase was at her lips.

She drank eagerly — without rising
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from the ground—without other atten-
‘tion than to the refreshing beverage—
while Naphtali stood over her, viewing
her features—her form'—her expressive
eyes—and forehead whiter than ala-
baster, contrasted with her long black

hair, and cheeksincarnadined with heat,

The sufierings of Naphtali were lost
in his consideration afld contemplation
of this beautiful ,Israelite. lle felt a
secret charm mingled with a transport
50 animali.ng.—that his soul was pene- *
trated—was filled, as by the power of
enchantment—his thoughts were dissi-
pated—and his faculties for a time
suspended—Dby this powerful attraction.
Happy ih presgrving the life of this

lovely stranger, he forgot himself—saw
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—thought—andconsidered, of none but
her—and as a palsied weakness urged
by a great and present danger—the
sense of his own distress was banished
by her fascinat'irig presence. .
Ilaving exhausted the vase to the
last drop of its contents—the fairs-
raelite, with a look of the most expres-
sive gratitude, suid—<¢ 0, my bencfac-
tor! —learn from me the ‘extent of my
obligation to you!— This morning
-early, in the‘pastures at¢ the foot of
the wountains, 1 led my father’s sheep
—a troop of armed men suddenly ap-
perred before me—they were the cruel
Moabites. 1flew—I climbed—1I gained
the summit of these cragged rocks—

on which I have strayed without food
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—without a drop of, water to refresh
my wearied strength.—To you 1 owe
my life !-—Ah, comne, come with me to
my father’s house—we will kill the
lamb—we will call arcund us all our
fammily—and they shall express to you
—all that my heart has already con-
ceived ! .1 will conduct’you-—come—if
not for your pleasure—at least for ourse
—that we may evincee—that we, may

enjoy—our gratitude.”

»She spoRe’—cNaphtuli looked at her
—heard her—Dbut his parching thirst,
or father his sense of.it, had returned
with increased violence-—he' strove to
l‘eply—i)ut his lips balf 'ope;led served
only to discover the adhesion of his

tongue. At this instant the veil of
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the young Israelite, which hung dis-
ordered on her head, fell at his feet.
—Naphtali stooped to take it up—
seized it with trembling hand —but
staggered—fell—and remained extend-
ed on the ground wiihout word or
motion.

Struck wiih surprise and fright—she
looked at him---and conscious that he
was perishing fiom the same want that
a little before had endangered her own
life — conscicus that ske alone was
the cause of il—she gave a mournful
cry—and knowing there was no help
fqr bhim but in her father’s house—
left him, and with the rapidity of a
fawn, flew down the mountains for his

relief.
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In the mean while, Eleazar sought
his brother with the most anxious in-
quiry.—His companibns, dispersed by
his direction, searched every hole and
cavern. Eleazar upon the sumnmit of
the rocks looked fily and near—and
in mournful voice mingled with his
prayers°to heaven the cry of ¢ Naph-
tali! my dear Naphtali?”—Then he"
would listen, m.otionless', half distiacted
—and with armds extended toward hea-
ven imploge the Almighty to hear his
pi-ayers——bui the echo of the moun-
tains was his only answer—he drooped
his ilead, and the tears ran down his
cheeks..

At length at the close of day, sooh
after the depgrture of the young Is- .
B
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r;lelite, Eleaz:#r drrived at the foot of
the rock, where Naphtali deprived of
sense, lay extended on the ground—
still grasping in his hand the veil of
the fair Israeli;e. -

At the sight of his brother, Eleazar
tore his vestments—and throwing ‘him-
self on the body—embraced it—turned
it—examined it —and perceiving no
wound—he called to his companions,
and collecting into a vase the little
milk that ‘remained Wwith each, he
‘poured the kindly liquid within the
pale, parched lips of the unh;q)py
Naphlali: N:'aphtali opened his dim
and languid eyes —they sought the
Israelite—but wearied witli the eflort,

closed again—his feeblg hand slowly
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’
conveying to his bosom the veil it had

retained.

Eleazar and his friends, having with
traversed arms formed 4 bed on which
they gently raised*him, condueted by
a shepherd of the mouptains, returned
to ‘Shiloh.

But inexpressible Was the grief of
Sadoc, when he saw his dying son.—
In vain did the pious Eleazar disguis-
ing his own fears, endeavour to console «
hiEn with assurances, ,that he would res-
tore his brother.—The old man remain-
ed motionless, mourned, a;;d in silerrce
raised his eyes to heaven—not daring
to compfain to,his God, though of.an
affliction beyond his strength to bear.

EQ
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To Naphtali tvery kind of help and
comfort was supplied. Placed on a-
bed of soft skins--refreshed by small
and frequent portions of the exquisite
wine of En-gedi, the young Hebrew
returned to himself—his eyes recog-
nized his father—his arms were raised
to embrace his brother, who on -his
knees beside him with one hand sup-
ported his drooping head, and with
the other presented dtink. — Sadoc,
weeping, viewed them both—and the
whole population of Shiloh assemblea
round the house, expressing by their
cries, their anxiety, and love for Naph-
tali.

“The next day was the sixteenth of
the month Sivan—the fiftieth after the
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Passover, that is the flftieth day after
*the departure out of Egypt, when the
Eternal, upon Mount Sinai, deigned,
himself, to give laws to his chosen
pedple. The memory of this day was
duly celebrated. The high priest, as-
sisted by the Levites, presented in the
naime of the children of Jacob, two -
leavened loaves of new meal, the first
fruits of the harvest. He sacrificed as
a burnt-offering,, two young bulls, a,
ram, sevgp lambs without blemish, and
the male ;>f' the unruly' she-goat, in -
expiation of the sins of a too often
disobedient people. After the sacri-
fice of acknowledgmen:t, every famiy
united for the purpose of innocent
and cheerful enjoyment — and every

Israelite opeped his doors to his breth-
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ren of other tribes—on this day of fes-
tivity, the sole occupation of the whole
family of Jacob was, to draw closer the
bands of an affectionate fraternity.
Sadec, after having fulfilled the sa-
cred duties of his ministry, returned
to devote his attention to his son. The
pious Eleazar had never quitted Naph-
tali—even to assist at the sacrifice.
But when night was come.—and a deep
and quiet sleep had closed the eyes of
him he watched—Eleazar ran to the
tabernacle. There prostrate on the
ground—with hands extended to dhe
border of fhe vail which covered the
Holy of Holies, long and ardent were
his, supplications—for .he prayed for
his brother. '
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The day had already dawned, and
pale was the light cast by the seven
lamps of the golden candlestick, when
Llleazar arose to return to Naphtali.
As he was passing out *of the second
inclosure, he was !sgdden]y met by a
young lIsraelite, bringing in her hands
twé ddves, and leading a white lamb.
Anxiety and grief were depicted in her
countenance.. The Mush of modesty
suffused her.face, in which piety and
chastity were combined with grace.
She spproachied Lleazal with down-

cast eyes, and addressed him in these
words —

¢ Pardon, holy Levite, pardon a
stranger, who, would for a moment

detain you, Although a stranger in
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Shiloh, I am xot an infidel. I dwell
in Benjamin—in the hamlet of Luza.
My nameis Rachel. My father Abdias
adores the God of Isaac. I come to
present to the Eternal this lamb, nd
these two doves—the only wealth the
daughter of a sim‘ple shepherd has to
offer. Deign son of Aaron, to imro-
lute them for me on the altar, and
implore of the most High the favour 1

request.”

She was siient. Eleazar iooked at
her without the power of reply. His
heart was too deeply affected bydthe
sweetness of her accent. Wounded by
a stroke which made him bless the
wound, he stood motionless with ad-

miration—his senses were inflamed—
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he felt a strange and pleasing pertur-
bation—expected toriure—and found

it ecstacy.

Fxtendmw his trembling hand to
the modest Rache] e Daughtel of Ab-
dias,” "said he,  comle, attend your
sacrifice—your presence will render it
more pure. ¥ will immolate your vic-
tims—I will, Ipyself, present your gifts
—but that .my ‘ardent prayers may
unite whh. yours—answer with since-
rity and confidence—what do you re-

quire of Ieaven?”

The eyes of Rachel were again cast
down — gnd deeper was the blush,
“¢ Son of Levi,” she replied, ¢ the pure

sentimen(-which animates me will not’

E 3
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—ought not to l:e concealed. I come
to implore the Most Iligh for a mor-
tal, to whom 1 owe my life—his life
is in danger—and I cannot help him!
—May lleaven turn on me the affiic.
tion he tliis moment suffers!—This is
my request—this is my prayer—and
the object of my sacrifice!—The grati-
tude inspired by Heaven—-may be con-
fessed at Ileaven’s altar.”*

As she pronounced these v7ords—the
tears stood in her eyes—and Eleazar
felt his own. 1lle turned towards the
Sanctuary—washed his hands and et
in the brazen laver—and prepared his
fire on the altar of holycausts. The

Ori1d, Le lieu saint. Vide Exop. xxvi. 33.
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Levites came to offer their assistance
in his preparations, but he declined it
—while Rachel on* her knees in the
court of the Tabernacle, holding her
right hand extended on the head of her
lamb, and presenting with herleft the
doves, awaited the instant of sacrifice.
Nor was it long ere the sacred flame
blazed beforg the Lord. Eleazar seized
the victims, and she.d their blood on
the north side of.the altar. The sacri-
ficer ad’ed an ephah of pure flour,
and pouriné on them new oil, they’
were enveloped with a consuming flame.
Rachel prostrate invoked in a low and
humble voice the Majesty of heaven
—while Eleazar in a voice more audi-

ble, implored of him a propitious héar-
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ing of the prayérs of the pious Benja-
minite—and to spare the life of him for
whom she was so cordially interested.
From her words, he had no doubt it
was for her father she felt so great
anxiety —and this idea combined with
the recollection of his brother’s danger,
‘rendered his prayer more earnest —
while the similarity of sentiment which
he felt-<in his own breast with that of
Rachel, augmented if ‘possible, the
flame of love she had kindled there,
and which raged with inexti;lguishab]e
ardour.

The sacrifice was scarcely completed,
when Eleazar suddenly started up—his

eyes sparkling with jey. He ran to
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Rachel, crying, ¢« Hear what saith the
Lord—Return to your house—health is
restored to the object of your anxiety. -
Render thanks to the God of your
fathers—and think of the Levite who

thanks you for having chosen him your
sacrificer.”

Rachel kne]t and adored. She arose
—and having dried l.lp her teafs—she
cast on Eleazar.a look of gratitude,
and imM¥<gdiately departe'd.

.The son of Sadocdared not detain
her—his eyes followed her—he sighed
—but the recollectiou. of shis brotRer
roused him from his reverie—he hasten-
ed his 1:eturn,- and found the .house
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\

decked with garlands—Naphtali was
out of danger, and inquiring for his
brother—and weak as he was, he at
the threshold received Eleazar in his
arms, whom surprise and joy had al-

most deprived of sense,



EYEAZAR AND NA’I{TALI. 83/

CANTO II.

NOW was all Israel engaged in acts
of friendship and of festive joy. Tlr
old and young—husbands and wives—
fathers and mothers—all clothed in
their bed apparel. Every one set out
his table at_ his door, covered with
inyiting delicacies -~ with delicious
food. The young virgins, clothed in
linen, and crowned with white roses,
danced through the city to the sound
of citterns and ‘cymbals. Parents and

friends assembled—the various tribes
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intermingled—elders, priests, and la-
bourers—the inhabitantsof the city and
the hamlet—formed but one family—
hand joined in hand indicated their
union in the name of Jacob—embra-
cing, they exclaimed, ¢ We are chil-
dren of the same father—we enjoy the
same blessings — we obey the same
laws.” Immense as were their num-
bers, they seemed to have but one soul
in the celebration of this delightful
festival of kindness and amity.

Sadoc was in-the midst of them
accompanied by his two sons. All
pressed upon his steps—wherever he ap-
peared, all hands were extended toward
heaven—the prayers of all were for the
poutiff and his family. . Every one
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contended for a nearer view of the
amiable Naphtali, so happily restored
by Heaven—every one congratulated
his father, and answered, with tears of
Joy,ethe tears of gratitu.de which stood

in the old man’s eyés. .

Neapfitali still pale and languid, sup-
ported by Eleazar, walked slowly by
the side of his fathér. The eyes of
Eleazar were constantly on him, and
his lookq expressed the mingled sen-
sations of j.t')y'and anxiety. Naphtali
-would at times encourage him with a
smi.le—-but, alas! too evident was the
sadness that accompanietl it—each had
a secret as yet untold—the reserve of
which, tle ardgur and intimacy of
their friendship rendered to their con-
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viction criminal—both were disquieted
— and in their external expressions
of affection, their consciences accused
them of withholding the confidence it
demanded.

As soon as fhey returned home—
without communicating their design—
without evincing their intention by
the slightest indication of it — they
withdrew from their ‘friends — and
walked, by different ways, to,"he lone-
ly extremity of the field that fed them,
—By the side of a rapid stream—the
ancient boundary of their inheritance,
uader the, shade of a large fig-tree,
planted by the Canaanites — was a
grassy seat, where the two brothers

were acc ustomed of an evening to re-
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tire, and meditate upon the holy law
~—and, relaxing from their rural la-
bours, to cultivate their mutual friend-
ship. To this place they had always
come together—this d:l.y'produced the
first instance of their meeting there—
“1 have been wailing, for you,” said:
they, Both arriving at the same time.
They now eagerly embraced—looked—-
and embraced again. *When seated by
each other—Naphtali prepared to speak,
but wasq)r.evented by Eleazar.

¢ 0, Naphtali!—how great the afflic-
tion that has threatened us — what
thanks do we not owe to H.eaven, for
your restoration.—Prostrate before the
holy ark; in igeffectual prayers apd
supplications that the Eternal would
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spare our youth—and grant us a longer
day for the perfection of our love—I
was hopeless—no, auspicious sign an-
swered my prayers. It is evident, said
I—Heaven this day presents to me the
cup of his wrath—he has placed a
cloud before !nis' face, impervious to
my prayers—he will deprive m¢ of my
brother.—And I was returning, Naph-
tali, pot to mourn you dead—but to
die with you.— Alas! what are we
Naphtali!'—how great our weakness!
~how irresistible the power—of a sen.
timent—until this day a stranger to
my soul.—In the bosom of despaiw—
under such ar accumulation of grief
as rendered existence imperceptible,
but by its overwhelming pressure—I
saw the young and beauteous Rachel
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—the daughter of the shepherd Abdias.
My heart flew towards her—as the light
chaff unto the precious amber.—Oh,
Naphtali, had you se¢n her, on her
kneés, holding in her hands two doves
—her eyes raised to heaven—filled with
tears—adorned with grief—more lovely
in fier sorrow.—She prayed for her
father!—he dwells in Benjamin—in the
hamlet of Luza — she implored the
Most Iligh to saxe the author of her
d'tys-—tbspare the life of him to whom
she owed her own!—Iler piety—her
affecting virtue—was depicted in her
modest countenance—her eyes beamed
holy reverence and filial love.—I cor'-
fess, Naphtali—to you, I should con-
fess it—when I*looked at the lovely
Rachel—I_ cgased to think on yqu— it
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was the only‘ moment of my life.—
Pardon me, Naphtali !—grant me imme-
diate pardon—and await not as an in-
ducement the experience of a passion
whose first and instant consequence

was,—the oblivion of such a brother !’

Thus he said, and hid his faée in the
‘bosom of Naphtali. Naphtali looked
at him, and we'pt.

¢ Alas, Eleazar, I have necd of the
.same consideration—the I;ardon must
be reciprocal— love like you—like
you I burn with a devouring fire!'—My
neart, wkich could scarce contain the
increasing sentiment of our friendship
—which to conceive desire—to feel

regret—had then to seek the object of
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its want or wish—that heart with a
“hias involuntary and irresistible, agi-
tated and disquieted—inclines, now,
to another.—It presepts—it desires—
it seeks a happiness—w here Eleazar is
not all'—this happiness I know not—
alas!'—I no longer know myself!—I
feel’ my soul this instant, tormented—
tortured—like the stone in a sling im-
pelled by a giant’s arm—the negt, ab-
sorbed by the contemplation of her
who ha®™uts my imagination where’er 1
‘turn—I am Isolated by my desires—to
see again—to hear—to speak to her!—
the time that passes—and she absent—-
seems to me no longer life!e—the world
—to me—contracted to the'spot where
I may again meet hér.—I am nigh.you

—I sigh—1 embrace you—but 1 am
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not happy '—Oh, my Eleazar—pardon
me!—or rather let us mutually be as-
sured—that our souls are still the same
—the sacred flame of friendship has
not abated ot its ardour—it still ani-
mates —sustains us—is all by which we
live—but there.is a different flame con-

:

sumes us—and we die!”

Naphtali then related how, on the
rocks of Rimmon, he lIad saved the
life of the fair lIsraelite—that-at the
first sight of her, he felt the flame,
thenceforth to be his destiny.—That
he knew nothing of her but her beayty
aad her kindness—that he knew not
even her name—and drawing from his
bosom the v¢il sne had dropped, he
shewed it to his brother—unfolded it—
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kissed it—and with trembling hand’
placed it next his heart. Then sud-
denly reproaching bimself with having
occupied Eleazar so long with his own
congern—* Eleazar,” sdid he, “ my
distress, my distractjon is great—-is in-
tolerable —but there js one way in
whitt ‘it will certainly admit of allevia-
tion~—it is, in the endeavour to restore
your happines:s. Nor "will the attain.
ment of its object, be doubtful or diffi-
cult. You\ know that the fair Rachel
lives with her father Abdias, in the
hamlet of Luza. Think you that a
Hebrew shepherd will refuse his daugh-
ter to a son of the High-j)rie;t—or that
he will not rather offer thanks to Hea-
ven in the presentation of her? Can ):ou

have a donbg that the heart of Rachel
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will beat with pleasure and with pride,
in learning that she is destined for the
young Eleazar—already celebrated for
his virtue, piety, and the many amiable
qualities which make all Israel love
him—:with all but his brother’s love.
Be assured, my: Eleazar, I have only to
mention to our venerable father your
passion for Rachel—and Rachel will
be ybur wife. He will send me in-
stantly to Luza—I sbhall find Abdias—
I shall obtain his daughter fes you—
I will bring her to you myself—and
your happiness will render me meore
paient in the hope or search of mjne.
Eleazar consented to the suggestions
of Naphtali—but Rachel no longer suf-
.ficed for the completion gf his happi-
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ness—the discovery of the young and
~ beautiful stranger, as the object of his
brother’s happiness, was necessary to
his own. He thought of her—talked of
hef—while Naphtali spoke only of the
daughter of Abdias*~the mutual inter-
,rup}_igns of either were, to forget his
own, in his brother’s interest — at&d
from the moment of their mutual con-
fidence, they seemed to have exch:mged
the object of their affections.
ha . .

Summoned by the voice of Sadoc—
they returned to the old man. Naph-
tali immediately informed his father of
his brother’s passion.. ¢ Why, m;f
son,” said the Pontiff, extending his
hand to Eleazar; ¢ v;hy have you not -
yourself mage known to me this desire -
) F2
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of your soul—know you not, my chil-
dren, that to add to your happiness, is,
to augment my own. Ah, timid Elea-
zar, come to my bosom—and congratu-
late your father, on the pleasure with
which heconfirms yourchoice.”—Then
addressing Naphtali—  Prepare, my
son,” said he, * to set out to-morrow
for Luza. Mount the patient animal
that aids us in the labours of the field—
take with you two measures of new
barley meal—and add some dried rai-
sins, dates, and wild-figs—present these
simple presents to the father of young
Rachel, and request him, in my nage,
to bestow.his daughter on my son—
And for her I will give you the ear-
drops, and two rings of gold, that were

your mother’s.”
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Thus he said—tle preparations were
made—and on the morrow, at the
dawn of day, Naphtali was on his road
to- Luza.

It was but a day’s journey—and be-
fore the setting of the sun, Naphtali
arfived at the hamlet. He inquired for
the house of Abdias, which being sheivn
him, he knocked at " the ‘gate, and an
old man present¢d himself.

h -

“ What do you desire?” said he,
‘¢ Are you one-of our brethren?—But
though you be not, honour my man-

sion by reposing heve this might.” *

‘ Naph.tali bowed before Ab.dias;_
o Blesse_d Pe heaven!” said he. L My
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business at Luza is, to offer you, on
the part of Sadoc, the pontiff of the
living God, these presents—the fruits
of the earth—the gifts of the Eternal.
My father Sadoc requests ‘you to he-
stow yeur daughter Rachel on my bro-
ther Eleazar, whose name must have
already reached you, and whom israel
corsiders as the worthy successor of
Aaron-and of Sadvc.”

“ Are you not mistaken, my-son?”’

. replied the old man, smiling.  ““Is it to

~

the shepherd Abdias, the most obscure,
and least wealthy of the children pf
Jenini, that, thé high priest of the He-
brews sends to demand his daughter ?»

_“ Yes:” said Naphtali, “it is to you.’
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All descended from the same father—
in our tribes—in our families—among
ourselves—there is no other distinction
of rank, than the respect due to supe-
riqr virtue.—7The chil(.irlm of Levi hold
the censer—it is *their brethren who

pray—the most just gre the most ex.
ceherit.”

Abdias answered ohly by seizimg the
hand of Naphtali, and pressing it be-
tweerthis own. He then attested hea-
ven, that,?rbm that moment, his daugh-
ter was the spouse of Eleazar.—¢ She
‘is in the fields,” said he; ¢ she has not
yet led home her ﬂoc.k—fmt the san,
already sunk behind the mountains of
Seir, announces to ine that she will soon

return.—Enter, my son, enter my rus-
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tic roof—I will go‘and select the kid
that shall be slain for you.”

He then conducted Naphtali into his
peaceful dwelling, and instantly went

pl
out.

Naphtali, as the brother of Eleazar,
in this Jonely cottage, felt a pleasure—
a tender interest—a spontaneous tran-
quillity—to himself iunexplicable. In
this humble asylum every thifig at-
tracted his cye and fixed his attention.
He viewed the white earthen vases,
ranged in order, to receive the mille—
the¢ rushen ‘baskets hung beneath-—the
shepherd’s crook—the garland of flow-

-ers (now faded) which ai the late feast,

adorned the lovely Rachel—every ob-
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ject spoke to the heart of Naphtali—
he became agitated, but he discarded
every idea but that of his brother’s in-
terest, and attributed ‘tq friendship the
emotions that disturbed him.

The bleating of a flock returning
from pasture was heard near the mgn-
sion. Naphtali trembled —dared not
to move—and asked himself the cause.
He logked for Abdias—he called him
,—the old wan came—and led by the
hand his daughter. Naphtali viewed
her—it was she!—ltwas the fair Israel-
ite whose life he had saved'——lt was
the lovely stranger whose image, al-
ways, present in hijs. heart, rendered
mextmgulshable the flame- that con®
sumed it «

F3
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Motionless, as the traveller surprised
by astorm in the desert, he stood, with
extended arms, suppressing the excla-
mation just ready to escape him. Ra-
chel with downcast eyes, silently ad-
vanced.

f$My daughter,” said Abdias, ¢ yon
are to consider this day a: the happiest
‘of your life. The virtuous Eleazar,
the son and heir of the high priest, de-
sires you for his spouse, ,Flis brother,
whom you see, has just received my
vow—grant him }.'our faith, as be has
mine—and : render thanks to heaven,
who has dé‘igned to honour your youth
and my gray hairs with so distinguish-
ed an alliance.”



ELEAZAR AND NAPHATALI. 109

At these words,. Rachel raised her
head, and cast a bashful glance on the
brother of her spouse—she recognised
him—she gave a shriek—her head fell
ba.ck—paleness o’erspread her coun-
tenance—her knees trembled—bent—
and she fell motionless intp the arms
of her father. Naphtali ran to support
her---Abdiasrecalled,her to Life. '

Raghel, thus fecovered, assared her

. father thuiishe was now well, and pre-
tended that the cause of her illness

sarose from thirst ;,then,looking at Naph-

tali with marked expression, she re-

quested him to bring her drink. Naph-

tali, wha too well understood her, filled

with pure water a wooden vase—kissed
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the brim—and, almost breathless, and
with trembling hand, presented it.
Rachel touched it with her lips, and
returned it to him. Then turning to
the old man—*¢ Father,” said she, with
feeble voice, « you have given me to
the son of Sadoc—it is my duty silent-
ly to obey. My heart will be ready to
follow my hand, if the brcther of Elea-
zar will, from his own mouth, assure
me that he has come thus far to call
me—Szster! s

She accompanied these words, ads
dressed to Naphtali, with a look of Tove
combined with anger. It penetrated
the yery soul of the young Hebrew—
alis agonizing struggle is inexi)ressible
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~—Friendship was the support of virtue. .
‘—His honour— friendship —love—to-

ward the absent Eleazar, surmounted

his passion for the present Rachel.—

“"Ves,” said he, with impassioned ac-

cent, ¢ yes;—yes;—my brother dies for

yon—nhis happiness—:-his destiny—his

life—depend on the obtaining you, I

have requested—I have desired—the
office of presenting you his vov;s; and

on my knees I repeat his earnest and

respectful prayer.”

- He spake these words with inappro-
priate haste, doubtful of his power to
finish them, and with aveFted eyes "he
fell at her feet. Conscious that he had
performed his duty—that he had pre-
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-served his fidelity. to his bother—his
heart was less oppressed ; and in the
languid tranquillity in which his virtu-
ous struggle left him, he awaited the
reply of Rachel.

The lovely Israelite heard him, and
alternately turned pale and blushed.
She withdrew from Naphtali, having
made a sign to him to rise, and ap-
proaching her father, astonished by her
long silence—*¢ I am satisfied,* said she,
—*“ 1 will espouse Eleazar—I only re-
quest the liberty of devoting the re-.
mainder of the day to my companio'ns,
—I love them—F love the spot where
Rachel has received her life—where
s¥achel was a long time happy !—To-
morrow she must quit thcw !'—The
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-messenger of Elezizar will, doubtless, .

"forgive my tears!”

Thus she said, and with hurried steps

[ ]
withdrew.

Her father endeavoured to excuse to

the sorrowful Raphtali his daughter’s

tears. Alas!*unhappy in himself, he had
to hide his own. He spoke of ;otbing
but his brother, and of the respect—
the care—wnd affection of which Ra-
chel was to become the object, Thus

 he amused the mind of Abdias, and pres
vented his perception, of. the trouble
that distracted him.

Night had extended her sable ve#

‘- . .
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when Rachel returned. Her counte-
nance was serene—and she called Naph-
tali her brother. Mindful of fulfilling
all the duties of hospitality toward him,
she prepared a bed of lamb-skins for
his repose that night—provided the
banquet—decked the table with flow-
ers—and, seated by the young Hebrew,
presented him a part of the kid. Ab-
dias, contented, smiled on his daughter.
—Naphtali dared not venture a look—
and Rachel, without troublir; him with
questions or entreaties, made a short
evening and retired to rest.

‘At the dawn of day, Rachel was pre-
pared for the journey. Her father had
resolved to accompany her, and Naph-
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tali thanked heaven for his resolution.
—Rachel carried with her the golden
ornaments which Sadoc had sent her,
and mounted the patjent animal of
which Naphtali held the reins.—Abdias,
by his side, directed them the way-
Naphtali walked with drooping head,
not daring to cast a look on her whoin
he conducted.—Rachel silently obServa
ed him, repeating to herself the per-
suasion that Naphtah had never-loved
ber—that when he saved her life, his
motive was but pity,~that he had re-
quested the cruel office of demanding
her for another—and that the gloomy
melancholy which she saw in his coun-
tenance, was but a trait of charactera-—
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Then she would feel a secret vexation,
which she mistook for hatred ;—her
heart applauded .her —exhorted, and
promised an encreasing hatred of the
man who had thus disdained her. Still
she availed herself of the situation of
the young Hebrew to keep her eyes on
him incessantly —reproaching herself
with their unmerited direction, but
which she still found irresistible.

Abdias, long acquamted with the
shortest roads that led to Shlloh took
adifferent route from that which Naph-
tali had followed the preceding Qay.
They trarerséd a long plain, covered
only with palm-trees—passed by Mount
Epnraim, and arrived about the third
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hour at the foot of the rocks of Rimmon.
Naphtali, who followed Abdias without
observing the places that he passed, as-
cended after him by a narrow, winding
path, beset with briars. The difficul-
ties of the way, agd his continued
attention to the safety and accommo-
dation of Rachel, diverted, for a time,
his gloomy tboughts. After a lomg
and troublesome Journdy, they reashed
the summit of those desert rocks; there,
casting’ a look before him, Naphtali
recognised the spot where Rachel had
implored his help. e stopped—he
trembled—and , by an involuntary
movement, his eyes met those of Ras
chel. Rachel’s awaited. them, but en-
dured them not.. Her head sunk upon
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her bosom—and ‘with her hands she
hid her tears. Naphtali reclining on
a part of the rock, Abdias hastened
towards him. ¢ Let us rest, my son,”
said he, “ we have performed half of
our journey—let us sit down awhile.”
Abdias, thus saying, extended his arms
to his daughter—helped her to alight,
and led her to Naphtali; when, hav-
ing~placed them by the side of each
other, he seated himself.

After asilence long ang sad, Abdias
wishing to break in upon it, asked
Naphtali at what time, and on what
occasiong Eléazar had seen Rachel.
Naphtali then related, how she had
come to the Tabernacle—that his bro-



ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALI, 119

ther had offered the sacrifice of two
doves and a lamb, which Rachel had pre-
sented for the recovesy of her father.—
“ Of me!” cried Abdias, addressing
his daughter, ¢ what vairf alarms have
caused this anxiety,K in you fo» my
life—a life never yet endangered ? Why
conceal from me your intention? Why
has not thy filial piety made known
to thy father the prayers and suppli-
cations of which he was the object?”

" <« You are mistaken,” replied Ra-
chel, ¢ the sacrifice was not for you.—
At the dawn of the same day, I was
pursued by the Moabites—and war~
dering afterwards, terrified, among
these rocks, my life’ was saved by'the
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timely succour of a young hunter.—
I left him dying who had rescued me
from death! I réturned to find him,
but I saw him no more. Anxious for
his fate—trembling with apprehension
that ‘he had fallen into the hands of
our enemies, I sat out, when night
commenced, to bear my humble offer-
ing to the house of God, and to implore
the gafety of him to whom I owed my
own.—Eleazar prayed fcr my father—
I prayed for my benefactor !

At these words,"Rachel blushed; and
Naphtali, transported, exclaimed, % O
Meaven ! what do I hear? Was it for
the too happy mortal....?” ¢ Yes,»
replied ‘Rachel, looking at him,— it
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was for my deliverer !—I thought his
life in danger,—1 thought——but I
was mistaken ! I l;avg.\ since found, that
he enjoyed both life and happiness,—I
have since found—that he had alike
forgotten his own danger—and my obli-
gation to him I’ At these last words,
Naphtali arose with haste and agita-
tion—*‘ Father,” said he, to the oM
man, * let us be gone—my brothei* exs
pects us.”
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CANTO IIL

THE sun ha.d sunk beneath the west-

ern hills, and the scattered flocks col-

lected, slowly descended from the
mountains, when Abdias, his daughter,

and Naphtal‘;, approaching Shiloh, per-

ceived the purple tent which enclosed

the Tabernacle. At the sight of the

holy “place they stopped and bowed;

and, after a short prayer, continuing

their journey, they soon arrived"at"the.
gates. '

G
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‘There Sadoc and Eleazar, followed
by their relatives and friends, had long
awaited them. '

A chosen company of blooming vir-
gins, clothed in loug white robes, and
bearing lilies in'their hands, presented
themselves to Rachel,—encompassed
her—crowned her with flowers, and
comiucted‘ her, as in triumph, to the
pontiff, who advanced tv receive her.
She cast herself at his feet—Sadoc rais-
ed her, embraced her, and presented her
to Eleazar, whose‘heart palpitated with
loveand joy. Rachel was silent. Fle-
a;zar, trau'sportlcd with happiness; look-
ed around for his brother.—He called
him—stretched out his arms to receive
‘him, and, turning to Rachel, joined
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their hands, and i)ressed them to his .
bosom. Thus walked Eleazar in the
midst of all e loved.—The pontiff, with
Abdias., followed—the young virgins
pfeceded them, and the inhabitants
of Shiloh, assembled on the way: filled
the air with shouts of congratulation,
on the union of Eleazar and Rachel.

Arrived at the house of the -high
priest, Sadoc*publicly announced that,
on the next day, the marriage of his son
should be consecrated, by sacrifice—and
the people separated’to their homes.

Sadoc presented to. iis .'guests the
fruits and refreshments prepared for
them; and directing his attent,i(')’r_x more
particularly to Abdias, he proposed ta

G2
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. him that he should pass the remainder
of his days with his beloved daughter at
Shiloh,—¢¢ Let us be¢ united,” said the
good old Sadoc; ¢ age has need of
friends ; but where, at our age, can we
look for them but in our family ? The
name of father' obtains that indul-
gence a father so casily repays. Un-
' (]81: that endearing name, .we grow old
with impunity.—The divided attentions
of Rachel shall be made ap to you by
Eleazar,—what I lose in Eleazar, I shall
fmd in Rachel. QOur children will be
confounded inour affections—our riches
in them will be doubled.”

Abdias promised not to leave them,
and Rachel thanked him for his pro-
mise., She received with gratitude the
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attentions of Eleazar; and N aphtali-,.
.endeavouring to conceal his emotions,
smiled and congrgtulated both.
e Thus they passed the evening ; and
when the half-ex.tinguished lamps an-
nounced the lateness of the hour, Sadoe
desired his sons to pass the night in the
house of a relation—and to the house+«
of Phanue],. they withdrew to sldep. =
Bt sleep, that night, approached the’
eyes of neither. Eleazar perceived the
sadness of N aphtali; and attributing to
his fair Israelite the cause, he endea-
voured by talking of her, te encourage
his hopes, and promised soen. to join
him in the search. ‘Naphtali st¢o ve,but
alas! 1 in. vain, to dispel his. sadness, by
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talking of his brother’s happiness as the
spouse of Rachel. Eleazar still return-
ed to her whom he presumed the object
of Naphtali’s inquietude—he could only
be happy in his brother’s ease ; but in
seeking to assuage the wound, he in-
flamed it to his torture.

The dawn of day appeared, and
Eleazar c¢hose from a number of beau-
tiful garments, the most beautiful.
‘Naphtali assisted him—disposed his
long ‘tresses to flow gracef"ully under
his rich tiara, an'd covered his shoul-
ders with a long purple robe, a prige
which, in the warlike games of Israel,
the skill and courage of Naphtali had
obtained. Thus decorated was the
happy Eleazar, beautiful in his youth,’
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and in the animation which good for-
tune inspires ; thus were the gifts of °
nature and fortune adorned with the
more precious tribute of fraternal love,
-sand thus to Sadoc théy returned.
They found the Levites in their festal
dress—and the young women and the™
people assembled, awaiting at the gate,.
the lovely bride. Sh& appeared clothed~
in white—hg¢r face was covered with a
broidered veil. Timid, agitated, and
trembling, *she walked by her father’s
side, having refused the proffered sup-
" port of Naphtali. Eleazar, transported
with joy, flew as chief of the Levites—
arrived first at. the tab:arnacle—-brought
forth thd victims, and presented ™ them
himself to Sadec. Twelve rams were
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immeolated. The people joined in
prayer with the pontiff—desired with
him that the present Rachel, beautiful
as the former, might be fruitful asLeah
—~and that the bride and bridegrogm
might'togéther, like Sarah and Abra-
ham, descend info the vale of years.

Ih the same order in which they
*wentthey returned, proceeding through
the town—singing hymns of old—and
‘strewing the way with flowers.

This ceremony -ended, Sadoc pre-
sented for their signature the engage-
ment thep ‘had mutually contracted.
The band of Eleazar trembled with
joy—tfic hand of Rachel trembled
more.—Naphtali had retired—his bro-
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ther sought him; found him, and
.brought him to partake of the mar-.
riage feast. He placed him by the
side of. Rachel, and ,while Sadoc did
the honours of the feast with his
assembled family, the happy, the ami~-
able Eleazar spoke of nothing but of
his hope and desire always to live with
two objects so equally dear to him, and-
that he might see them love each otiery
as he loved shem both.

Alas;, unilappy pair !—they promised;
and they blushed !—+conscioas that they
indeed. felt all that they expressed—
théy: trembled ! But'Naphtali colild
confide in a virtue fortified by friend-
ship—Rachel * was destitute” of . this
double guard, and alarmed b-y the dan-

G3
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ger, sought to escape it. Her project
was instantly conceived, and, too des-
perate for delay, she availed herself of
a moment of tumult on rising trom
the feast, to desire a private conversz-
tion with the wretehed Naphtali.
They walked without looking at each
. other towards the solitary fig-tree plant-
-va- 0y’ the side of the stream. Rachel
seated herself against its venerable
trunk, and requested Naphtali to sit
rear her; then, in a firm, determined,
tone :(— .
¢ The time,” said she, ‘¢ is preciots,
and will ot admit of dissimulation;
let us not strive to hide our struggles
—but make victory sare:—I love you!
~the l)assxon that disturbs us is mu.
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tual, violent, and* inveterate—I hate
:myself while I confess it to you !—but.
your virtue has left me no other means
to equal it.

»
°

« Of all that has passed since that
fatal day when [ first presented myself
to the eyes of Eleazar, I am ignoraiit— "
may I ever remain so,—of this I*am., .
alas, too certain—that you have-smesi- .
ficed to-a byothex’s love, the love you
had *for me !—The sacrifice is great—
is noble—but you are unhappy!—
Yet, in having sacrificed love to
friendship, you have friendship to
console you still—and I am sensible
that we ought not to complain, when
to the’ glory of having dotie, our
duty we can a‘gd the ifonsoia-
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tion which a tender sentiment in~
spires.

« I, Naphtali,_ have no brother !—
I am the wife of Eleazar—but it is yeu
1 would have chosep—it is you, who
saved my life !—-Thus conscious, wilt
not the admiration your noble, but
distressing sacrifice excites in me,—the
.2Garilnnal observance of yt;ur struggles
— your triumphs—will jt not daily
strengthen that sentiment. which L
should now extinguish ? You would be
in vain a conqueror—your victories
would enfeeble me! The more sorrow-
ful I saw gou,+the more amiable, you
would appear.—;l might conceal my
own Sufferings—but how could I en-
dure yours l—from this state of dangar
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it is for you to relieve me.—Fly! fly!
far from this place. Though it be not
necessary to your virtue—I fear—I feel
it is to mine !—nor is it less so to your .
byother’s happiness, which can never
duly be the objectof my attention—
while you are with me)—Think, invent
some specious pretext—but go far fivm -
Rachel !'—If it be possible to eradicate
from your "breast this fatal passian
return—if not—for ever leave me !’

She said, and turned towaxd the
house.—Naphtali sejzed her hand—but
" scarcely had he touched it, than, alarm-
ed; he withdrew his own;qndeavoused
to colleet his scattered powers—and
without raising his eyes to Rachel, ad- "
dressed her thus :—
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‘ Ob, Rachel,—Oh, my sister,—do
not fear—it is to your last words, only.
I will reply. 1 will depart this night!
— I will never see you more!—never
shall I see again—my brother!—pardon.
my tears! guiltless they fall—for him!

~-- [ feel I should have fled, without
Jyepiy—but I must inform you (it is
pecassary to your repose, and to my
brother’s peace)—that Eleazar has not
only never suspected that 1 had’seen.
you first, he is ignorant (and 1 would
have him so) that Rachel is that Israel-
ite........ it is enough my sister—det
this interview remain an eternal secret
between my heast and your virtue—
let pot .Eleazar ever know this final

test of friendship !—his happiness would
S L/
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be for ever lost—and fruitless would
be my sacrifice.

.
-

“ There remains but one more duty
to-perform—and it is due unto your
honour—I would return into your hands
the only pledge of a.love no longer
innocent—take back this veil, whith;—
you let fall at.my feet—this veil, whrch,
from that moment, has been the vows.
panion of my bosom—it is here, Ra-
chel!........ Let us return—I tremble,

" Jest this secret conversation become a
crime—may it be atdeast useful to my
.brother.—-To-morrow, when Eleazar
shall .Jlament me gone,*and.you shail
be his only comfortery say to him, Ra-.
chel,—¢ Naphtali has confided to me
his sufferings—he cgnnot live but in
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the possession of his lovely stranger—
and he is gone to die, regretting her !
—The event, Rachel, will justify the
assertion!” He presented the veil—she
took it, and tnrew it on her head with-

out reply.

™™ They returned together to the house

—Sadoc met them —and embracing

As~daughter, in gentle terms complain.

ed of her long absence, and conducted

her to her anxious and inquiring family,

Napl;tali had separated, and studiously
avoiding Rachel, sought his brother.
-

« But the society of Rachel and.Naph.
tali, on which the happiness of Elea-
zar, *so* constantly, so.continually de-
pended, could not be long withdrawn
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unnoticed. They lad scarce quitted

the festive hall, when perceiving them

to be absent, heimmediately went out—

followed them at a distance—and, see-

ing them seated together', took a long
circuit, to approach.them unperceived.

Nor was diffidence, suspicion, or curi-

osity, the motive, He suspected no
secrets in his l.)rother, and had therefOre
no intention to surp'rise them. ‘Tiie

happy and affectionate Eleazar, without
design, without reflection, with that’
frank and open confidence which al-

ways accompanies a real friendship,

res1gned himself to the levity of the

moment, and not fearing “to offend

those by whom he could not be offend- -
ed, easily allowed in himself all that be
would as easxly have ngrdoned
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On his approaching them, he saw
Naphtali deliver to Rachel the veil he
had borne in his* bosom, and which
Eleazar knew to be that of his fair
Israelite—he heard the last words pro-
nourted by Naphtali—those words and
the veil discovered all |—his brother’s
sufferings, his brother’s virtue, and the
distress of Rachel, were at once reveal-
¥d~—Motionless he stood — his head
drooped upon his breast —his arms
were extended toward the ground—
and; supported by the fig-tree, he saw
—he heard—no more! Darkness o’er-
spread his eyes, and his soul, subdued
by an astounding sorrow, resigned her
consciousness—as one who by light-
ning struck, sees bus the ilash, and
dies?



ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALI. 141

In the mean time, Rachel and his
brother had re-entered the house.

When Eleazar recovered, he looked
around—he saw himself alone, and in
his freedom felt a glgomy joy. Hs ad-
vanced to the border of the stream—
he viewed its foaming waters—tried®its -
depth—and suddenly abandoning him-
self to the silggestioﬁs of despair+—
“ God of goodness,” he exclaimed, “ I
here appeal but to thy justice!'—Were
1 alone to suffer, I should humbly bow,
in reverence 1o thy divine decrees—
but my wife, my brother, are wretch-
ed—and I alone the cause!—they arg
wretched, and each sucp;aeding day will
but enhance their misery—a misery.en-

tailed on them so long as 1 shall see the'
. > . *
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light!—to refuse their sacrifice is no
longer in my power—to accept it is no
less impossible—at:d it is forbidden me
fo lament with them. All that can ren-
der life desirable, love, friendship, Yir-
tue,” combine and separate, with per-
verse effect, to'multiply my torments—

_Oh, Heaven! be my judge—my bro-
ther would die for me—alas !—his death

" would but add to'my distraction—mine
would restore his peace.”

Eleazar was just going to throw him-
self into the stréam, when, casting a
Took behind, he saw the house—'-.thit
‘house ifi’ which his good old- father
lived, whose fostering hand had reared
hirh iri"his tender yeatrs—where now he
‘heard the voice,.f mirth, the songs of
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Joy, the prayers to heaven for his hap-
piness. He saw the grassy seat on
which, in infancy,’ Naphtali and he
had passed whole days in mutual testi-
mohies of their early love, and ever
until then had sworn to live and die
together—even the wild-fig-tree, like
an old and honest friend, seemed to re-
prove him—hg clasped its aged trun.k,,
a stay against himself. )

These horyid transports were now
succeeded by a calmersorrow—he wept
—his tears relieved him—restored his
reason, and the mildness of his nature.

— No—No,” said he, < I will not by
a voluntary death profine this hallowed
spot—this blest abode of nature in her,

dearest amities!—Hé2 my fathey has
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embraced me—here have 1 witnessed
the thousand testimonies of a brother’s
love—the place is loly, sacred to peace,
‘and it is sacrilege to violate it, even by
a legitimate sorrow.—Let me fly, let
me fly,—and in he wild and lonely
_desert seek some unblest spot, repulsive
to society—to scenes of social happi-
ness and affection—where all in cheer-
less sympathy may suit the solitary
purpose of despair!’—Then with hur-
ried pace he ascended the bank of the
stream, sought the most pervious parts
of the rocksto expedite his flight, cross-
ed the hlgh mountams, and plunged
into the dreary desert.

. *In the meanwhile N“aphtali, alarmed,
‘and with incessyit question, sought his
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brother. Rachel, Sadoc, and Abdias
imagined him at the Tabernacle, en-
gagedin prayer. Lhe night advanced,
and Naphtali, sad and restless, returned
from the Tabernacle—then again re-
sumed his ineffectual search in the ad-
Jjoining field—stopped at the wild-fig-
tree, and with loud and tremulous V(.)ice
called Eleazay!—he heard but the noise
of the rapid stream, rt.)lling precipitant
from rock to wock. He returned to his
family and Jriends—questioned with
‘impatience—and negligent of aniwer,
again went forth, returned, and was
informed that his brother had been
seen ‘to approach the,bordér of the
stream. Neglecting Rachel—unmind-
ful of his promise;-insensibl.e'pf.' hig
passion — with a Ing and lighted
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pine-branch, he flew to the rapid tor-

rent. .

‘The young Levites, friends of tlhe un-
happy Eleaza;', followed in like man-
ner. ° They passed.t'hrough all the bye-
paths—crossed the rugged rocks, and
—spr;ad themselves among the moun-
tains with incessant cry. Sadoc, Ab-
dias, and Rachel remained on the hi.
ther side—they heard their mournful
exclamations and the vain eché—the
glooin of night and the errant lights
_gleaming through the ambient obscu-
rity, added to the awful and icy terror
which tosk possession of their soyls. -
~ ‘Thus passed the night, and Eleazar
was not found. JLong after the break
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of day, Naphtali, with disordered hair,
a ghastly paleness in his countenance,
his feet lacerated snd bleeding—re-
turned to Sadoc. In mournful silence
he pressed his hand—regardless of Ra-
chel. Ife stood mute and moticnless
—just touched with his }ips the refresh-
ment that was offered to him, and pﬁss~
ed it to his companions ; then throwihg
around him a wolf’s skin, he took his
bow and fatal arrows, and was again
departing, when an old shepherd pre-
sented himself, bearing in his hand a
garment, soiled with sand and slime.
Naphtali started back with an ejacula-
tion of alarm, and the. old ‘shepherd®
addressing himself to Sadoc, * Do you
recollect,”said he, “‘the dress wom'by
your son 2’ and placed at his feet the .
H
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tiara of Eleazar, and the purple robe?!
—Sadoc saw them, and fell into the
arms of Abdias.—Naphtali threw him-
self on the well-known mantle, ciying,
¢ Oh, my brother!”’—and starting wp,
maddcened by grief, he broke his bow,
his quiver, and tore in shreds his tunic ;
then rushing forwards to the old shep-
herd, ¢ Tell me,” said he, in the wild
acéent of despair, ¢ where—when did
you find these things?’—¢¢ This morn-
ing at the break of day,” replied the
affrighted old man, ‘‘ near that rugged
rock from whence the waters of the
torrent fall—the tiara was at the edge,
¢he mantle in the midst of the_rapid
waves.”

Naphtali lookgd at the old shep-
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herd, and made a sign to him to with-
draw,

The young Levites hastened round
the dejected Naphtali, but he declined
their attendance, and desired to be
alone. Sighing, they’ withdrew, and
announced through Shiloh the mourn-
ful news of Lleazar’s fleath.

Great was, the lamentation of the

" people for the loss of this object of
their love-:-they covered their ‘heads
with ashes, and ir.nposed on them-
‘selves ten days of mourning. AllIsrael
mouzned the son of Isgael’s Wenefactor.
~—Sadoc restored to sense by the atten-
tions of Rachel, heard the °ge;'1erql
voice of lamentatien—he fell on his
' H2
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_knees —raised his hands, and with
feeble voice exclaimed, “ Alas! my
Eleazar !”—Naphtali ran to him, and
falling on the old man’s bosom endea-
voured to console him—but his voice
failed in all but the joint invocation of
his brother’s name !
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CANTO 1V,

SEVENTY days had elapsed.—Sadoc,
by the course of nat:lre, on the brink
of the grave, in humble hope, had long
awaited degth—in him life languished,
but the affection of Naphtali, ad the
_attentions of Rachel, had renewed its

course.

Abdias, now his com;tant companiony
would often ta]k with him of Eleazar,
whom both called their son,~and b.y
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that common name, rendered their mu-
“tual condolence more effective of its
end.

Rackel, in the dress of sorrow, her
head still covered with the mourning
veil, divided her attentions to the com-
fort of themm both—while Naphtali,
abandoned to regret, or diflident of ap-
proaching Rachel, passed whole days,
sitting at the foot of the fig-tree—
where he had raised a tomb of turf—
and, under a polished stone, had de-
posited all that remained with him of
his brother! —this humble cenotaph
aaused his grief—thither he repalred
at the break of day—there seemed to
suffec less, in the idea that he was
nearer him he mouzned.
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In the meanwhile Sadoc, the religi-
ous observer of the precepts of Moses,”
seeing the period of Rachel’s mourning.

]

terminated, summoned Naphtali.—

£ 4
[

¢ My son,” said, he, * you know the
taw of Moses—it ordains that you take
to you as a wife your brother’s widow
~—the dear name of Eleazar should not
be lost in Israel—it B for your children
to revive it,”

Naphtali heard and blushed.—His
heart, agitated by opposing sentiments,
" reproved him for the joy he felt—fra-
ternal piety seemed offended by the
happiness his duty,;vould impose on
him,
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“ Oh, my father,” he replied, ¢ I
‘have long loved Rachel—in obeying
the law, I but gratify a most ardent
wish—Dbut Elcazar is no more!—dure I
be happy '—Pardon this language, Ra-
chel—I ask pardon ‘of ye all, while I
stipulate that, on the consummation of
our inarriage, a retirement, perpetual
and.recluse, may cherish in me the re-
collection of his worth, and augment,
if possible, my just tribut? of sorrow to

his memory.” )

"« My son,” interrupted Sadoc, « 1
have anticipated your desires—and have
arnounceq to the elders of the people
my intention to quign into their hands
the censer and the ephad. My feeble
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arms can no longer immolate the holy,
‘victims—my mind, depressed by age
and sorrow, is ne longer capable of
duly celebrating the praises of the Eter-
nal. Ilad my Eleazar lived! — my
strength might stilthave sufficed.—The
elders would have chosen you—put I
have declined for you the honour.—}
had already «vead youy heart—and knew
its need of solitude.—ves, Naphtali,
let us seclude ourselves—let us retire
from the world—the unhappy are best
together—Abdias, Rachel, and 'I, can
. love and sympathize with you.”

Hé then took the -hand of Rache}
and joiniug it with that of his son, de-
clared according to the law, that "the

fruits of,their marriage _should inheris

S ]
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the name and rights of Eleazar—and
implored the God of Jacob to bless this
new alliance, whicl. rendered him a
second time the father of Rachel.

Naphtali and Ruchel heard—and,
scarcely venturin‘g, interchanged a Jook

of sorrow, piety, and timid love.

Thenceforth, Naphtali, Rachel, Sa<
doc, and Abdias, became strangers to
the world—considered themselves as
alone upon the earth—and lived but in
the relative duties of piety, family
fnendshlp and affection; and in the
exercise of their rural labours.

. Abdias, with the"priée of his house
and flocks at Luza, enlarged the field
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of Sadoc, and planted there the vine
and olive-tree; the field fed the family,.
and its superfluity,; the poor—the poor,
whom it was their duty'to remember,
Were all of mankind, whom they had
not forgotten.

Naphtali arose with the fizst blush of
day to open the fertile bosom of the
earth, and sow the n.utritious seed—to
prune the vine — support its tender
shoois——or.cultivate the olive. And
when the sun, in his meridian power,
_inflamed the wide h;)rizon, and return-
ed him to his peaceful home, Rachel
would come forth to, meet® him-—her
cheerful aspect beaming with corres-
pondent' influchce on her happy sfiouge.
Then hand in hand, advancing,to the
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_table where the old men sat, Naphtali
would receive the compensation of his
labours in their wglcome. The dili-
gent Rachel prepared their simple fare,
of which together they partook, with
love and friendship for its zest—and
often was the feast prolonged by the
harr;lony of its consequent society.
Then to the field all went. to share its
labours—and when the sun was hidden
in the western clouds, . Rachel with
Naphtali, proceeded to his brother’s
tomb—with bended knee, and head
reclined upon the monumental stone,
would join him in silent meditation—
or if they sometjmes spoke—it was al-
ways of Eleazar; to recount his actions
or r(;peat his words; never did other

conversation e’er profane this hallowed
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spot—never there did Naphtali or Ra-
‘chel presume by word or action to ex-
press their union,’ or pronounce their
spousal name.
.

Thus passed therhours away. °

Twelve times had the moon ren.ewed
her light—and Rachel was the mother
of ason. They named him Eleazar—
the very name seemed to enhance his
pare.nts’ Iqgve—though all sufficient to
obtain it, was the.l.)eauty of hi§ mind
and person—for never were the presages
of excellence more early indicated than
in the young and happy Elehzar.

At sc;n'ce]y *four years old, 'he;oor.n-

prehended and refhined whatever Sa-
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doc taught him. Never, but with re-
luctance, would the old man quit him.
—With heart o’erflowing with affection,
he would snatch him from the arms of
Rachel, to fondle him in his own-=-
would lead him to the field—raise him
above his head to pluck with his lite
tle hands the tempting fruit—invent
amusements and share in his delight.
The venerable pontiff, whose white
beard flowed upon his aged breast,
would be seen sporting on the grass
with the infant Eleazar—old Abdias
would join them in their sports, and
Rachel viewing them as she spun the
thread to weave her father’s garment,
would drop her spindle to wipe away
the tears of joy that mingled with her

smiles.
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The infant’s strength increasing with
his j'ears, demanded of the good old’
Sadoc a care more cautious, and a se-
verer eye—for he had. insisted on the
efclusive charge of his instruction.
He taught him first to read the’ holy
law—and in his yet pure and docile
mind instilled the precepts of the Fter-
nal. Ile alzeady knew the command-
ments delivered to Moses—and could
recite the miracles God enabled him to
perfc;rm foy the delivery of his people
from the hands of the Egyptians:

Such was his stfength of memory
and mind, that Sadoc’ woirlered artd
his mother wept. -

On the return of Naphtali from tl,.xe,
L ,



162 ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALI.

labours of the field, Eleazar sitting on

'the knee of his master, grandsire, anc
friend, would repeat to his astonished
father, how Joseph, sold by his bre-
thren, afterwards fed and forgave thein
~—while the old man listening and pro-
nouncing, in a low voice, each word he
uttered—fancied himself the pupil of
his beautiful and affecting story—the
distress of Jacob deprived of his be-
loved Benjamin, moved .him even to
tears, and he would press his little
Eleazar still closer to his bosom—while
Naphtali, glancing at Rachel a look of
sorrow, as often as it escaped the ‘in-
fant’s mouth, evinced his interest in
the name of brothsr/

et

Nine years were already past—and
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the sports of Eleazar claimed a wider
range. Often and alone, with bow'
and arrows, like his father animated
and adroit, he would course adown the
rgpid torrent’s length: the heron and
the sea-eagle—nor’ was it long ere he
would cross the wat.ersv-—and climb the
mountain’s top in search of the ysung
swift-footed fawn.—Rachel and Sadoc
would complain of tltese long and soli-
tary excursions, while Naphtali, more
indulgent, sn;iled—pleased to see his
courage so Tar exceed his strength, his
tacit indications ch'(grished in his son

‘his innate ardour forathe chase,

This ardour seemed daily to increase.
No sooner was dinner ended, than Elea-
zar, armed with his,bow, would disajt-
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pear till night—then, returning loaded
with dates fresh plucked, or wood-pi-
geons—the fruit he would present to
Rachel, or the'bir'ds to Sadoc—while
both would wonder how his yet infant
strength enabled him to climb the lofty
palm-trees, and in the language of pa-
rental apprehension chide him for his
loug absence and incautious risk. But
soon would Eleazar,whose 'tongue Nature
had already taught persuasion, banish
their fears, restore their confidence,
and, for his future liberfy—he knew
"that if he kissed tinem, they’d be kind.

« One day, Eleazar, contrary to® his
usual custom, departed at its earliest
dawn—-the hour of evening sacrifice
had passed, and Le had not returned.



ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALI. 165

Rachel, in tears, had sent Naphtali to
s¢ek him in the environs of the stream;
herself, having coursed its border, was
sitting under the ﬁ.g-t.rce, when sud-
denly she perceived him—his counte-
nance was pale—his cyes were filled

with tears.

¢ Oh, my child!” cried Rachel,
% what has h;ppened ?—tell me quick-
ly.”
« Ab, mother,” he replied, . my
grief draws from me a secret, which I
had sworn never te-reveal.—It is to
you alone, that I confide it—you will
keep it—I am sure yqu will—and you
will help'my friend.” ot
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At these words, Rachel still more
sarprised, promised him all that he
required—and gently wiping away his
tears, kissed him,'- and listened ‘to his
story. ‘ .

“ 1 will now tell you,” said Eleazar,
“ why 1 have so often quitted you—
when you have heard me, I am sure

you will forgive me.

‘¢ Last month, I, one day, ventured to
cross the stream—I descended the op-
posite bank—and saw, sitting under
a rock, a poor ruan cloathed in rags.
Ilis hair hung-over his face—his beard
descended to his. half-naked breast—
his face was pale—and-he seemed suf-
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fering under pain and sickness. I was
not frightened—on the contrary, I felt
pity for him. I had some fruit with
me, t¢hat 1 had br(')ught from table,
and I went and offered it to him.

’
L]

¢¢ ¢ My child, said he, ¢ I have noneed
of what your goodness offers—but I
should like to know more of so kind a
friend—what is your name?—who are
thy happy parents?’ ¢ I am Lleazar,
said I} ¢ Sadoc, the old pontiff of Israel,
is my grand.fatller—-l,ny mother’s name
is Rachel—my father’s Naphtali—and
in pitying the poory<I do but obey
their precepts.’

¢« had scarcely ‘said these woxrds,
when the man came ¢o0 me—took me in
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his arms—raised me up—and pressed
me to his bosom. He said nothing—
but he sighed—and I felt his tears run
down upon my cheeks. ¢ Be not sur-
prised,’ said he, © at this proof of my
affection—I owe my life to Sadoc—and
I could not see his grandson unmoved—
let it not offend you. Ile then put ona
snfile—but I soon perceived his coun-
tenance was not’ accustomed to it. I
took him by the hand. ‘Come with
me,’ said 1, ¢I will conduct you toSadoc
—I am by Sadoc always most caressed,
when 1 bring tlie poor to receive his
bounty.’ ¢ No,*:aid he (and he kissed
me)—<I am banished from Shiloh for an
involuntary crime'!—I should be lost,
if ¥ appeared there—and now, my
child, you are sensible of my confidence
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—my life is in your hands. Should
you discover to any one that I am con- )
cealed in this mountain—that you have
seen “me here—they would come and
smatch me hence, and deliver me to
the most excruci:;t.ing torments” |
trembled at his words—I promise:l to

keep the secret—and return to him

. L J
again. . ,

“ The next,day I went—he awaited
me in' the same place—and, encouraged
by my punctuality, confided th my
promises, and condl;cted me to his re-
‘treat. Itis a cave ot far hence, hid-
den among the rocks.—I salv nothin’g
in it but some branches of the date
tree.—The dates he fed on—and of the
branches he made Itis bed!
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« ¢ Here is my house,’ said he, ¢ it
“has nothing inviting in it; but if you
would sometimes visit me, you would
make me happy. This morning, at
the break of day, I sought, and forte-
nately took, these, two live wood-pi-
geons; and as birds are your delight,
it shall be my business to obtain them
for you.—I am an unskilful fowler, but
the desire of pleasing you will supply
ali deficiences” Then in a cage of
rushes he presented me two wood-pi-
geons~—these 1 brought home—and all
you have received have been his gifts
to me. In my absence his time was
occupied in laying snares for dovt;;,
and seeking the finest fruits. Then,
with his presents by his side, and sit-
ti}lg at the entrance of the cave, he .
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would await my coming. The joy
these presents caused me, seemed re-"
flected in his eyes—he would embrace
me-=place me nigh him—sometimes
o his knees—and then we talked to-
gether. " He would, talk of you*—my
father—and my grandfather. He seem-
ed interested in your happiness,. and
would make me repeat all that you
had said. These conversations charm-
ed me—I loved to visit one so tendér
and $o kind; and I would say to my-
self—perhaf)s I am the only one 4n the
world who can console him—I must
see him often.

¢ This morning 1 avent early to his
cave, for he wasyesterday unyvell-;am’i

secretly in a vase "I tookysome milk,
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hoping it would do him good—but
since yesterday, his illness is become,
more serious. 1 foynd bim on his bed
—he took the milk I brought—pre<sed
my hand—and thanked me; but I saw
it was with difficulty that he strove to
hide his sufferings. 1 knew not how
to leitve him—and I should have been
theit still—but the idea struck me that
you might help him.—Oh, come, come
with me—it may be you would save
his life.” ‘

" Thus spake Eteazar—and Rachel,
enraptured, kissed him.— ¢ Amiable
c¢hild,” said she, « how good and selsi-
ble is thy young heart—how happy I—
thy mother!—yes, thy child, 1 will fol-

low you—Ilet us nof lose an instant.”
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She immediately arose, and hastened
home. — Naphtali had just returned
from seeking his little son. Rachel .
infotmed him of all that she had
keard, and Naphtali determined to
accompany them fo the cave.r He
took with him oil and wine—Rachel
other provisions—and, conducted by
Eleazar, they advanced toward" the

mountain.

-
»

Eleazar hastened their steps. At
the entrance of the cave, the child
_requested they would stop—and en-
tering alone, he said to the wretched
recluse. ¢ Oh, my friend, forgive me
—for I have revealed your secret—
but it was inthe hope of being use-
ful to ¥ou—.—be ot al?rmea-—l ha.ve

12 ’
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brought to you my father and my

LA
mother.”

“ What, my chil(i,” cried the dying
man, half rising from his bed—¢¢ Napk-
tali!-—Rachel !-—ma)'r 1 again embrace
you!—Oh, heavén!—give me strength.”

A% these words, Naphtali, recogni-
sing the well known voice, flew inte
the cavern—fell —and embraced his
brother.—* It is he!—It is Eleazar!”

" Rachel saw ag:cnin her former hus-
band.—Mute—and to him forbiddeg—
she supported Naphtali, whose head
remained sunk upon his brother’s bo-
som- -whilg the child, astonished, view-

ed them with tearfu eyes.
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The dying Eleazar, embracing with
one arm his brother, extended the®
other to Rachel, apd looking at the
chil&, he bid him not to weep.

When to the tﬁ:‘bulence of tyans-
port, a more grateful tranquillity had
succeeded — Eleazar with enfeébled
voice, reclining on his brother, =ad-
dressed him in these Words:—

. . -

“ Oh, Napl;tali l—my time is short!
—Ilet me avail myself of these the last
moments in which I may still call
you brother—disturb-not the sacred
joy I feel in speaking. to-you once
morec—be assured my Naphtali, your
Eleazar dies much happier than-h¢ has
lived !

. ,3
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«“ On the day of my marriage, I
‘saw you, at the fig-tree, return to Ra-
chel the veil you carried in your bo-
som.—That word said all—I did -vhat
you would have done! The law or-
dained that you snould become the
husband of myswidow, and I left my
garments on the border of the stream,
tha: my death might be believed—I
saw the possibility of your happiness—
a~d it enabled me to live.

¢ I_set out—undetermined in my
- course—quitted Canaan——and reached
the land of Emztk. To forget Rachel
was my hope—but I found it vaih.—
To forget Rachel and Naphtali was
impossible to Eleazar—and 1 found
inysclf in the world, abandoned and
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alone—like a grape upon the branch,
forgotten in the gathering! o

\._' -
« After nine yedrs of suffering, and’

.suﬁ'ering in vain, whiclf gave me nei-
ther death, nor the oblivien which 1
sought, | returned again to Shiloh—in
these mountains 1 concealed myself by
day, and at night I strayed asound
your dwelling, dreading to be per-
ceived—bat burning with desire tg gee

you,

« At length, one'?vening, sit.ting be-
hind a rock just qpposite the wild-fig-
tree, | saw you, Naphtali, leading Ra-
chel by the hand. Oh, Naphtali!—
how can 1 de.scribe‘ the vehewmence of

my desire to run gnd embrage you?—
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I saw ye kneel at the tomb—I saw
your tears fall, when ye pronounced
the name of Eleazar! Oh, Naphtali!
—Oh, my Rachel!=that single mo-
ment repayed me for nine years of sor-
row.—¢ They love n.e still,’ 1 cried,
~—* dare I pronounce me wretched.’

“ From that moment I determined
here to fix my residence. 1 sought and
fannd this grot. 1 eat of the fruits of
the date-tree — and | drank of the
strcam. I saw you every cvening. 1
‘reproached myself. with your tears—
yet, reproaching, 1 enjoyed them—I
wished you comforted—but should have.
been less pleased to have seen you so.

..
.

 Heayen soon sent a still greater



ELEAZAR AND NAPHTALI. 179

blessing—in the meeting of your child.
I.gained him by my gifts, my atten-
tions and my friendship. How many
are ,the happy hod}s 1 owe to him!
How great the transp.ortz's of my soul,
when, holding hith on my knees, in
silent contemplatio.n, 1 have said to
myself—¢ Here is the child of N aphtali
and Rachel—in him live united. my
wife and brother!” I pressed him to
my bosom—and imagined 1 embraced
you both—he returned my embraces—
and I fancied myself in your arms!

“This happiness, is past—like the
fleet hours of -a morning'—Qh, Naph-
tali'—! am dying !—-Put it is the will
of -heaven'—and lét- its will be d‘one!
—Oh, that I might once morg gmbrate
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my good and virtuous father!'—Tell
*him..._tell him..._but, no—his wounds
are healed—let thom not bleed afresh
~—]let him not m_oiﬁ’n anew, the son he
has so long‘deplored '—Come nearer,
Naphtali—Rachel—and you my Eleazar
—my son—my latest friend'!—give me
your hands—join them—that, united,
I may press them to my heart.—Alas!
—it beats no longer'—but it loves you
sull!—Adieu !'—Adieu !'—be comforted
—be happy—and let me live in your
remembrance! '

FINIS.
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